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Perhaps the most important point brought out by the present
gtudy 1s the value of reliable upper air information in determining
the structure of interacting air masses., This enables the forecaster
to not only anticipate weather changes with a high degree of
accuracy, but also makes 1t possible to predict in most cases
duration and intensity of rainfall. This latter element is of
particular importance in the Los Angeles area where considerable
run-off accompanies any storm of major consequence. Water 1is
very precious in the reglon and lowering the levels in reservoirs
in anticipation of a severe storm is a rather dubious procedure
unless the expected rainfall 1s forthcoming., However if accurate
knowledge of rainfall curation and intensity is known prior to a
storm such precautions may be taken to reduce the flood hazard to
a minimum. In the present case such advance information would have

undoubtedly prevented considerable loss of 1life and property.



