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ABSTRACT

Previous investigations of Fe(II) oxygenation had resulted in a
wide range in the reported rate constant(s). While Fe(II) oxygenation
rates are fast in simple laboratory systems (seconds to minutes when
pH > 7), actual rates observed in natural waters can be orders of
magnitude Tower. Conversely, while Mn(II) oxygenation rates are slow
in Taboratory systems (days when pH < 9), much faster rates are observed
in natural waters or implicated in model studies.

The influences of ionic strength, temperature and anions on the
Fe(II) homogeneous oxygenation rates were examined in this study. Other
rate constants from the literature were successfully incorporated into

Z' and C17) and

this framework. Complexation by major anions (e.g., SO
ionic strength effects were sufficient to account for the retardation of
Fe(II) oxygenation in seawater. Autocatalysis of Fe(II) oxygenation was
observed for pH > 7. A general integrated autocatalytic rate expression
suitable for Fe(II) or Mn(II) oxygenation was used to interpret laboratory-
obtained kinetic data. Oxidation of Fe(II) in various laboratory systems
with characteristics Tike those of natural water was shown to form the
allotrope y-FeQOH. The y~FeOOH surface was shown to be an excellent
catalyst for Fe(II) and Mn(II) oxygenation.

The y-FeQOH surface obtained by oxidizing milli-molar levels of
Fe(II) in 0.7 M NaCl was studied in the following ways: surface charge
characteristics by acid/base titration; adsorption of Mn(II) and surface

oxidation of Mn(II). A rate law was formulated to account for the

effects of pH and the amount of surface on the surface oxidation rate of
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Mn(II). The presence of milli-molar levels of y-FeOOH was shown to
reduce significantly the half-1ife of Mn(II) in 0.7 M NaCl from
hundreds of hours to hours. The y-FeQOH surface was shown to be as

effective as colloidal MnO2 in catalysing Mn(II) oxygenation.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Interest in Iron and Manganese

Iron(Fe) and manganese(Mn) are important elements in environmental
geochemistry. If one may gauge the importance of a subject by the number
of publications about it, iron and manganese certainly rank high. A 1973
National Academy of Sciences report on manganese listed 555 references
and a later 1977 National Research Council (NRC) report on geochemistry
and the environment listed 87 references under the section on manganese.
A 1979 NRC report on iron listed 873 references.

There are five reasons for the interest in iron and manganese.

1. Abundance: Iron and manganese rank fourth and twelfth,respectively,
in crustal abundance of elements. Among metals, iron is second after
aluminum in abundance. Among heavy metals, iron is ranked number one
and manganese is second in crustal abundance. According to Mason (1958),
average crustal composition is 5 percent iron and 0.1 percent manganese
by weight.

2. Micronutrient requirements: Iron and manganese are essential micro-

nutrients to organisms, both plant and animal. According to Bowen (1966),
the function of iron involves its ability to activate a number of oxidases
(oxidizing enzymes); it is also a constituent of many oxidizing metallo-
enzymes and respiratory pigments. The biological function of manganese

is similar; it activates a host of enzymes such as peptidases and

phosphatases. See also Phipps (1976).



3. Surface properties of hydrous iron and manganese oxides: Goldberg

(1954) and Krauskopf (1956) were among the first to suggest control of
heavy metal concentrations in seawater by adsorption on hydrous iron and
manganese oxides. Jenne (1968) extended the role of the oxides to control
of trace metals to soils and sediments. Numerous studies have since been
made of the adsorption properties of these oxides, and field studies have
indicated that these oxides are indeed important sinks and modes of
transport for other heavy metals in the environment. Table 1.1 summarizes
some of the recent laboratory work on metal adsorption on hydrous iron

and manganese oxides.

4. Ferromanganese nodules: Ferromanganese nodules are abundant in marine,

freshwater and soil environments. The origins of these deposits are still
being debated. Goldberg (1961) first suggested catalytic oxidation of
manganese by dissolved oxygen on an iron oxide surface as a possible
mechanism; other suggestions include hydrothermal activity, nucleation
and epitaxial growth, and microbial activity. Related to ferromanganese
nodules are desert varnish and stream bed iron and manganese deposits.

5. Water quality: Iron and manganese are also of environmental concern

in water use. Their presence in concentrations greater than several ppm
impart undesirable taste and color to the water. The deposition of
precipitated iron and manganese causes staining of plumbing fixtures and
Taundry. Growth of microorganisms that utilize the redox cycle of iron
and manganese as a source of energy in water distribution systems can lead

to reduction in pipeline carrying capacity and clogging of meters and valves.



Table 1.1

Summary of some metal adsorption

work on hydrous iron and manganese oxides

OXIDE INVESTIGATOR

HYDROUS FERRIC OXIDE
1.Amorphous FeOOH Gadde & Laitinen(1974)
Davis & Leckie (1978)
Swallow(1978)

2.a-Fe0QO0H Grimme(1968)

Forbes,Posner & Quirk (1974)

ibid (1976)

HYDROUS MANGANESE OXIDEb
Murray, Healy&Fuerstenau (1968)

Posselt,Anderson & Weber (1968)

Loganathan & Burau (1972)

Anderson, Jenne & Chao  (1973)

Gadde & Laitinen{1974)
Murray (1975)

Van der Weijden(1976)

SYSTEM®

Pb:Zn;Cd;T1;

Pb;Cd;CusAg in O0.1M NaNO3

Pb;Cu in synthetic seawater

Cu:Zn;Co3Mn in0.1M KNO3

Hg;complexed Co in 0.075M
NaNO; or NaCl; 20°C

Cu:Pb:;Zn;Co;Cd in 0.075M
NaNO5 or KNO,; 20%¢C

Ni;Cu;Co

Ag;Ba;Ca;Mg;Mn;Nd;Sr in
10™2M NaC10,;ambient T
CosZn;CazNa in 1073

NaC10,; 24°¢

M

Ag in 0.082M NaC10,
Pb3Zn;Cd;T1

Co;Mn;Zn;Ni3Ba;Sr;CasMg
in 0.1M NaCi

Zn3Cd in 0.01 M NaNO3
and synthetic seawater

a. Temperature is assumed to be 25°C unless otherwise noted

b. The major phase used by these investigators is 6-Mn02 although in some

cases the related phase birnessite was used.



The United States Public Health Service standards for iron and manganese
in potable water are 0.3 mg/L (5.3 uM) and 0.05 mg/L (0.91 uM), respec-
tively. Common methods of control involve precipitation (by aeration or

addition of oxidizing agents such as KMnO4) and filtration.

1.2 Brief Qverview of Iron and Manganese Chemistry

The aqueous chemistries of iron and manganese have been summarized
by Stumm and Morgan (1970) and Hem (1972). Iron and manganese are
elements of the first transition series in the periodic table. Transition
metals can be loosely defined as those elements which have a partially
filled set of d-orbitals. Their ability to exist in various oxidation
states is an important characteristic. The chemistry of aqueous iron
involves the II(ferrous) and III(ferric) oxidation states while in the
case of manganese, the II(manganous), divalent, or III(trivalent) and
IV states are important.

Generally speaking, acid anaerobic conditions favor the formation of
the more soluble and therefore mobile forms: iron (II) and manganese(II).
Alkaline aerobic conditions favor the formation of the oxidized forms
which tend to have low solubilities, and thus low mobilities. In simple
inorganic laboratory systems, the kinetics of Fe(II) and Mn(II) oxygenation
are strong functions of pH, rapid (on the order of minutes) when pH is
above 6.5 and 9.6, respectively. The chemistry of the transition metals
is dominated by their ability to act as Lewis acids, forming stable complexes
with a variety of Lewis bases. We would expect that formation of complexes
with organic and inorganic ligands can favor one oxidation state over the

other.



1.3 The Objective of This Study

1.3.1 General Considerations

This thesis is concerned with the oxygenation kinetics of Fe(II)
and Mn(II) to higher oxidized forms in well defined systems. Three
questions were asked:

1. How can the reported rate constants for Fe(II) and Mn(II)
oxygenation be placed in a consistent framework?

2. What is the particular phase that is formed when Fe(II) is
oxygenated?

3. Can the phase that is formed in Fe(II) oxygenation catalyse the

oxygenation of Mn(II)?

1.3.2 Experimental Design

For Fe(II) oxygenation kinetics the following physical chemical
1. Ionic strength: NaClO4 was used to study ionic strength effects
with minimum compiexation.
2. Temperature: the range 5-30°C was explored.
3. pH was varied from 6.5 to 7.2.
4. Solution composition: NaCl, NaC]O4 and Na2504 were studied.

For Mn(II) oxygenation in the presence of a surface a seawater-like
medium was used: 0.7 M NaCl and mM levels of NaHCO3 for pH regulation.
Temperature was fixed at 25°C. The two main variables studied were pH,

which was varied from 8 to 9, and the amount of iron oxide surface, which

4 3

was varied from 10° " to 107 °M Fe(III).



CHAPTER 2

EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUES

2.1 General Information

A11 chemicals used in this study were of A.C.S. analyzed reagent
grade unless otherwise noted. The water used for the experiments was
re-distilled tap deionized water. A1l solutions were filtered through
0.45 um Mi]liporég)fi]ter as a purification step. Glassware was soaked
in a detergent solution overnight (PEX laboratory detergent), rinsed with
top deionized water, 4 M HNO3 and finally with distilled deionized water.

The reaction vessel was cleansed by socaking in hot 4 M HC1, rinsed with

tap deionized water and finally with distilled-deionized water.

2.2 Reaction Vessel

Experiments were carried out in a one-liter borosilicate beaker with
a water jacket. The beaker was sandwiched between 1/2-inch lucite covers
and bolted together by wing bolt nuts. The top cover was recessed 0.125
inch to fit the flange of the vessel, and holes to accommodate No. 5 rubber
stoppers were provided for the insertion of electrodes, thermometer and
glass delivery tubes. A sketch of the vessel is shown in Figure 2.1.

Temperature was maintained at 25°C * 0.5°C by the circulation of water
from a Haake FK constant temperature circulator. For cooling below 25°C,
a Heto cooling unit was employed.

pH was maintained by a HCOé/CO2 buffer. See Appendix A for a descrip-
tion of the buffer. The a‘ir—CO2 compressed gas mixtures were prepared

and analyzed by Matheson Gas Co. (Cucamonga, California) and were used
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without further purification. The pH was monitored continuously with a
Beckman glass electrode and an Orion double-junction reference electrode
via an Orion 801A pH meter. See Appendix B for a description of the

calibration procedure.

2.3 Analytical Methods

Both atomic absorption and visible spectroscopy were explored as
analytical methods for iron and manganese. For uM levels their precisions
and accuracies were similar (+1%). Visible spectroscopy was adopted for

the reason of simpler instrumentation.

2.3.1T Iron Analysis

Ferrous iron concentration was determined spectrophotometrically
with 1,10-phenanthroline using fluoride as a masking agent for ferric
iron. The procedure employed is essentially that of Tamura et al. (1974).
Ten-mL samples were quenched in 1 mL of 3.6 M HZSO4, 2 mL of 2 M ammonium
fluoride, 1 mL of 1% 1,10-phenanthroline and 5 mL of 2M hexamethylene-
tetramine were then added in that order; swirling the solution after the
addition of each reagent. The solution was diluted with distilled
deionized water to 25 mL and the absorbance measured at 510 nm. Five-cm
cells were used with a Beckman Acta CIII spectrophotometer. Beer's law
was obeyed with Fe(II) as high as 125 uM (7 mg/L) and a ferric iron back-
ground of 45 mM (2500 mg/L). The molar absorptivity at 510 nm was

4 -1 -1

determined to be 1.05x10° M '‘cm ' with an accuracy of better than 1% and

it was not significantly affected by ionic strength (up to 0.28 M NaCl).

Standard ferrous iron solutions were prepared by dissolving weighed



amounts of ferrous perchlorate in dilute HC1O4 acid or by dissolving
weighed amounts of electrolyte grade iron powder in known stoichiometric
amounts of redistilled HC]O4 or HC1 to desired pH values.

Manganous manganese forms a colorless complex with the phenanthroline

reagent. Solution blanks were always checked for contaminations.

2.3.2 Manganese Analysis

Soluble manganese as Mn(II) was determined by spectrophotometric
analysis of 0.22 um Mi111poré§>fi]tered filtrate with formaldoxime reagent.
The procedure is essentially that of Morgan and Stumm (1965). Formaldoxime
reagent was prepared by dissolving 20 g of hydroxylamine hydrochloride in
200 mL water, adding 10 mL of 37% formaldehyde to the solution and
diluting to 500 mL. Ten-mL of filtrate was pipetted into a 25 mL volu-
metric flask, 2 mL of the formaldoxime reagent and 5 mL of 5 M NaOH were
then added and the contents diluted to the mark with distilled deionized
water. For adsorption studies, where oxygen was excluded, the contents
were aerated with pure oxygen for 30 sec before dilution to the mark.

Full color development is usually complete in 2 minutes. The Millipore
filters were pre-wet once, and distilled deionized water filtered to ensure
full recovery of Mn(1I). The absorbance was measured at a wavelength of

]cm—};

| 450 nm and the molar absorptivity was determined to be 1.08x104 M~

it was not affected by ionic strengths as high as 0.28 M NaCl.
Manganese standards were prepared by dissolving weighed amounts of

manganous perchlorate in dilute HC1O4 or by dissolving weighed amounts of

pure manganese metal (National Science Supplies) in known stoichiometric
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amounts of redistilled HC]O4 or HCT to desired pH values.

Iron and other metals form colored complexes with formaldoxime
reagent. Solution blanks were monitored for Fe(II) by 1,10-phenanthroline
and checked for contaminations.

Leuco crystal violet dye was used to check for oxidized Mn with the
procedure of Kessick et al. (1972). Beer's law was obeyed for a final
ionic strength of 0.28 M NaCl with MnO2 concentration of 20 uM and a molar
absorptivity of 4.8x‘104 M_]cm'] at 591 nm. The corresponding molar
absorptivity at low ionic strengths was reported by Kessick et al. (1972) to

4 ]cm_l

be 8.5x10°M" . This procedure was not deemed to be a quantitative measure
for oxidized manganese in the presence of a iron oxyhydroxide surface

because conventional ways of separation (filtration, centrifugation)
invariably decreased the absorbance value. As such, it was used only to

show qualitatively the presence of oxidized manganese for the surface

catalysis experiments.

2.4 X-ray Diffraction

Because of the small amounts of product obtained during any one
experiment (less than 1 mg), X-ray powder patterns were obtained using
Debye-Scherrer cameras. Oxygenation products were placed in 0.3 mm glass
capillary tubes and mounted. Iron-filtered chromium radiation was used
for the iron studies while vanadium-filtered chromium radiation was used
for the manganese studies. Figure 2.2 summarizes the interpretation of
X-ray power patterns. Standard diffraction patterns were obtained for
the iron oxyhydroxides. See Appendix C for the synthetic scheme for iron

oxyhydroxides.
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2.5 Infrared (IR) Spectroscopy

X-ray diffraction patterns are characteristic of the atomic arrange-
ments of a particular solid. However, the finely-particulate size and
disordered nature of iron and manganese oxides makes the interpretation
of X-ray patterns difficult. IR is sensitive to the metal-oxygen bond
environment and the structural environment of hydrous components. It is
not a primary structural technique but once calibrated against a good set
of standards it can be used to identify phases. Powers (1975) discussed
the application of IR and paramagnetic measurements for the study of the
ferric oxyhydroxides. Potter and Rossman (1979) discussed the application
of IR to the study of tetravalent manganese oxides.

Samples of 0.5 to 1 mg were weighed out on a Cahn electrobalance and
dispersed in 200 mg KBr. Pellets of 13 mm diameter were pressed at 18,000
psi for one minute under vacuum on a Carver lab press. The thickness of
the pellet is of the order of 0.57 mm. IR spectra were obtained with a

1 1

Perkin-ETmer model 180 spectrophotometer for the 1400 cm = to 200 cm

region.

2.6 Synthetic Scheme of y-FeOOH For Surface Experiments

In the following chapter we will describe the identification of the
oxygenation product of Fe(II) to be y-FeOOH, lepidocrocite. This surface
was studied for its catalytic effect on manganese oxygenation kinetics.
Two procedures were employed to synthesize the surface. Procedure A was
to generate a 10'3 M y-FeOOH suspension suitable for immediate adsorption
3

or oxygenation experiments. Procedure B was to synthesize a stock 5x10°

M y-FeOOH suspension. The same batch was diluted in aliquots to study
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surface loading effects.

2

Stock 10" M Fe(II) solution was prepared by dissolving 0.5585 g of

electrolyte grade iron powder in 500 mL of 6x10'2 M HCT1 and dilute to one-
liter. The final solution composition was thus: 1072 M Fe(II), 1072 M H+,
3)(10'2 M C1™ since the dissolution reaction is:

Fe(s) + 20" = Fe(II) + Hy(g) 1 (2.1)

2.6.1 Procedure A Generation of ]0_3 M y-FeQOH

1. Add 100 mL 3.5 M NaCl, 4 mL 1.0 M NaHCO3 to 341 mL distilled
deionized water. This gave a total volume of 445 mL and a composi-

tion of 0.787 M Nall and 8.99 mi NaHCO3.

2. Pre-mixed gas of the composition 1.1% C0,, 20.4% 02 and 78.5% N2

25
was bubbled into the solution for 30 minutes until the pH reading

stabilized. The pH reading should be on the order of 7.4.

3. Add 50 mL of the stock Fe(II) solution and oxygenate for 60 minutes.
The pH should decrease to about 7.2, since we are introducing and
generating protons:

Fe®" + 3/2 Hy0 + 1/2 0, = FeOOH(s) + 2H" (2.2)

4. The final volume was made up to 500 mL by adding 5 mL of distilled
deionized water, stock Mn(II), acid or base depending on the
experiment. This gives a final composition of 0.7 M €1, 5 mM

HCO§~and 1-mM Fe(I1I).



2.6.2

[$a]

. Pre-mixed gas of composition 1.1% CO

14

The amount of solids captured when 50 mL of this preparation
was filtered through 0.22 um Mi11iporég)fi1ter was 4.3 mg after
drying at 60°C for 24 hours. This implied a solids concentration

of 8.6x10°2

g/L. Since the molecular weight for FeOOH is 88.86 g/
mole and by design the final Fe(III) was 1073 M we were off by about
3%. The variation of the desired total Fe(III) loading from the
observed one from experiment to experiment was estimated to be no

greater than +4%.

Procedure B  Generation of 5 mM y-FeOOH

. Add 160 mL 3.5 M NaCl, 20 mL of 1.0 M NaHCO, and 220 mL distilled

3
deionized water to the reaction vessel. This gave a total volume
of 400 mL and a composition of 1.4 M NaCl and 5x10°2 M NaHCO,.

3

23
bubbled in the solution for 30 minutes with a gas flow rate of

20.4% 02 and 78.5% N2 was

R T

one-1iter/minute.

. Add 400 mL of stock Fe(II) at increments of 100 mL per 15 minutes.

. The gas flow was terminated after 60 minutes. The final

3 2

M HCO,.

composition was 0.7 M C1°, 5x10° 3

M Fe(III) and 10~

. The preparation was stored in volumetric flasks and aged at room

temperature for two weeks before further experiments.
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CHAPTER 3

KINETICS AND PRODUCT OF Fe(II) OXYGENATION IN AQUEQUS SYSTEMS

3.1 Homogeneous Oxygenation

The kinetics of Fe(II) oxygenation in laboratory systems have been
studied by Stumm and Lee (1961), Morgan and Birkner (1966), Schenk and
Weber (1968), Theis (1972), Tamura et al. (1976a), and Liang and Kester

{1977); the general rate law was found to be:
~dlPelID] - fon™1%p, [Fe(11)] (3.1)
pa

where k is the homogeneous constant with units M"Zatm'jminnj, [OH™] denotes
the concentration of hydroxyl ions and [Fe(II)] denotes the concentration
of total ferrous iron. At constant pH and P0 equation (3.1) reduces to

2

a first-order equation:

=§£f§§%lll-= k, [Fe(11)] (3.2)

where k] = k[OH']ZP0 and has units of inverse time, equation (3.2)
2

integrates to:

[Fe(I1)] = [Fe(II) exp(—k]t) (3.3)

Jo

and we can define /2 as the time when [Fe(II)] = [Fe(II)]O/ 2
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172 T Tk, (3.4)

Psuedo-first order kinetics with respect to ferrous iron were also
observed in water treatment plants or in seawater by Ghosh et al. (1966),
Larson (1967), Kester et al. (1975) and Murray and Gill (1978). Table 3.1
summarizes the values of k inferred from the reported results.

Since the rate is strongly dependent on pH, one of the major
uncertainties in the numerical value for the rate constant arises from
variation of pH during an experiment. Reported variations range from #0.02
to 0.05 pH units. Figure 3.1 shows typical variation in pH during an
oxygenation experiment. The initial drop in pH coincides with the
addition of the stock Fe(II) solution, which is also a source of strong-
acid protons. The subsequent increase in pH can be attributed to the slow,
diffusion-controlled loss of aqueous CO2 from the solution. Substantial
error can be introduced if the oxygenation kinetics are studied on the
same time scale of about 20 minutes. To cope with this difficulty the
variation of Fe(II) was plotted arithmetically versus time and slopes
were constructed to obtain instantaneous rates. These were then normalized
with respect to the instantaneous [OH ], P02 and [Fe(II)] measured at that
time. Rate constants obtained this way have about 20% variability (2¢)
and compare well with the rate constants obtained by linear regression

from first order plots.

3.1.1 Ionic Strength Effects

3

A series of experiments with ionic strength varying from 9x10 °M

to 0.11 M was initiated at 25°C. The results are summarized in Table 3.2.
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Figure 3.2 shows the variation of log k with VI . The plotting form is
suggested by transition state theory, which utilizes the Debye-Huckel
Timiting law for the activity coefficients of the reactants and activated
complex. When due regard was given to ionic strength differences, the
rate constants of Morgan and Birkner (1966), Schenk and Weber (1968) and
Tamura et al. (1976a) are found to be in reasonable agreement with those
obtained in this study. Better agreement with the data of Tamura et al.
(1976a) can be obtained if further normalization with respect to the
activity coefficient of the OH is carried out. The result of Theis (1972)
is at variance with results of this study, and no satisfactory explanation
is evident. The previously observed role of alkalinity in iron oxygena-
tion kinetics lies in its buffering capacity for acidity and also in its
contribution to the ionic strength.

Tamura et al. (1976a) proposed the following reaction as the rate
Timiting step:

FeOH™ + 0,0H™ - Fe(OH); + 0, (3.5)

2
If this were true, the plot in Figure 3.2 should yield a slope of -1

(the product of the charges of the rate-limiting species). Instead, the
plot shows a stope of -2. Application of Weiss's mechanism to the system
was discussed by Goto et al. (1970), but Michelson et al. (1977) pointed
out the lack of experimental evidence for that mechanism. In light of
the difficulty of mechanistic interpretations from rate data alone, the

present discussion will not dwell on mechanisms.
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6.9

pH
6.8 Initial alk.= 10°%M  _
Py = 0.2 atm. 25°¢
2
PC02= 0.07 atm.
6.7 | o ] | 1 1 1
0 10 20 30 Minutes
Figure 3.1 Variation of pH during an oxygenation
experiment.The initial dropn in pH coincides with
the addition of stock Fe(II) solution which introduces
one milli-molar protons.
[ ! |
14.0 : - -
Tog k = 13.76 - 2.06VT
k in units M'Zatm']min'] O This study
7’2=O.97 & Tamura et al.
- o Morgan & Birkner
& 13.5+ —| @ Schenk & Weber
@
13.0+ \\\\i%\\\\\ ]
] 1 ]
0 0.1 0.2 0.3 /T

Figure 3.2 The effect of ionic strength on the rate constant
of Fe(II) oxygenation. See Table 3.2 for details.
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3.1.2 Temperature Effects

Stumm and Lee (1961) reported that for a given pH, the rate
increases about 10-fold for a 15°C temperature increase. A series of
experiments was initiated with temperature ranging from 5° to 30°C.
Figure 3.3 shows first-order plots for these experiments. The temperature
effect appears to be large, /2 T 316 min at 5°C decreased to T2 = 4
min at 30°C. But when normalization with respect to changes in Kw and O2
solubility with temperature was carried out, as in Table 3.3, the rate
constant was seen to vary only slightly with temperature. When proper
attention was given to ionic strength, it was found that the results of
this study compare well with those of Stumm and Lee (1961). The error
bars on the derived rate constant were sufficiently large to make

meaningful calculations of activation energy impossible, however.

3.1.3 Anion Effects

Tamura et al. (1976a) studied the effects of anions on the

oxygenation kinetics of Fe(II) and found the rate constant to decrease

in the order C10; > NOé >Cl >Br =1 = SOE', at the same ionic

strength. Kester et al. (1975) and Murray and Gill (1978) reported /2

of Fe(II) in seawater to be in the range of 3-6 min. The present study

. - - 2- . .
confirms the order of C104, Cl and 504 . Figure 3.4 shows first-order

plots of Fe(II) oxygenation in chloride media. The rate decreases with

increasing chloride concentration, but not linearly. The rate in C]O4

media is a factor of 3 higher than that in C1°, and a factor of 4 higher
than that in SO, .

4 Tamura et al. (1976a) suggested that this can be
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Figure 3.3 The effect of temperature on the oxygenation
kinetics of Fe(II). See Table 3.3 for details.
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Figure 3.4 Effect of C1~ anions on the oxygenation

kinetics of Fe(ll).
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TABLE 3.2 VARIATION OF k WITH IONIC STRENGTH (adjusted by NaC104)

(T = 25°C, ATk. = 9x107°M NaHCO,, [Fe(II)]y = 34.7 wM,Py = 0.20 atm)
2

pH ¥ 6.84
Ionic Strength (M) T]/zmin. (least square) k M—Zatm'1min—]
0.009 18.0 4.0:0.6 x 10'3
0.012 18.2 3.1+0.7 x 1013
0.020 18.5 2.950.6 x 1013
0.040 21.5 2.2:0.5 x 1013
:
0.060 26.8 1.8+0.3 x 10'°
0.110 37.9 1.2:0.2 x 1013
TABLE 3.3 VARIATION OF k WITH TEMPERATURE
(Alk. = 9 x 107°M NaHCO,, fonic strength = 0.11 M adjusted by
NaCl0,. P. = 0.20 atm [Fe(I1)]. = 34.7 \M)
4 o, 0
] . 14 . 4 23, -1
T(°C) 14 ,,(min) pH K, x 10 O.saturation x 10°M k(M “min ')
1/2 W 2
5 315.6 6.76 0.1846 3.81 2.7+0.5x101°
15 63.1 6.80 0.4505 3.06 2.2+0.3x10'°
*
20.5 0.70
25 37.9 6.84 1.008 2.50 9.4:1.7x10"°
30 4.1 6.88 1.469 2.28 3,3:0.7x10'°
*Stumm & Lee (1961)
k=8.0%2.5x 10 M 2atm 'min"!
k=5.82+1.8x 100 3min™! at 34 mM ionic strength
k=2.9%0.9x 10 3nin"! at 0.11 M ionic strength

‘using the -2 slope dependence of log k on

/T
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explained by the formation of a ferrous complex which has a different
reactivity than that of the uncomplexed ferrous iron. A detailed
quantitative check of this theory was not possible because of the lack
of knowledge of the actual mechanisms. However, this work does agree
with that of Liang and Kester(1977) which showed that the presence of C1~
and SOi_ anions can effectively reduce the oxygenation rate to that of
its counterpart in seawater. The reduction of the rate is due to

combined effects of

d

Q.

onic strength (a factor of some 20 fold) and

complexation.

3.2 Heterogeneous Oxygenation

Takai (1973) studied the catalytic oxidation-removal of Fe(II) by
a-FeO0OH and v-FeOOH experimentally and found the latter solid to be
effective. Tamura et al. (1976b) studied the effect of ferric hydroxide
on the oxygenation of Fe(II) in neutral solutions and found that at

constant pH and 02 that the rate is:

~dFelID] = (k. + ky[Fe(111)])[Fe(11)] (3.6)

where k1 is the homogeneous rate constant, with inverse time units, and
k2 is the heterogeneous rate constant, with inverse concentration and

1

time units (M~ min-]). They also showed that:

+
k2 = ks[Oz]K/[H ] (3.7)
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1 1

where kS is the surface rate (4380 M 'min '), [02] is the concentration

of oxygen in solution, and K is the adsorption constant of Fe(II) on

-9.6
m

ferric hydroxide, whose numerical value was determined to be 10 ol

mg'] for amorphous ferric hydroxide (formed by hydrolyzing Fe(III)

perchlorate at pH 7.0), which converts to the dimensionless value of

10'4'85. The implicit assumption is that the adsorption step is fast

compared to both the homogeneous and surface oxygenation steps. K was

2+ 2+ 2+
1 TH 1/TFe(ITIINIIF 1 1.
JadSLH Y I.'e\""“l.l['e o ..:ads

adsorbed ferrous iron concentration.

written as [Fe denotes

H]

where [Fe

For a system with ferric iron initially absent, we can write the

mass balance for any time:
[Fe(II1)] + [Fe(II)] & [Fe(II)]O (3.8)

The mass balance is approximate since we are ignoring the adsorbed Fe(II).

Substituting (3.8) into (3.6), we obtain the autocatalytic rate law:

—QLES%ELIJ.- tky + ky([Fe(11)]y - [Fe(11)1)} [Fe(I1)]

1

= (k; + k, [Fe(I1),) [Fe(ID)] - kz[Fe(II)]Z (3.9)

This can be readily integrated for the condition [Fe(II)] = [Fe(II)]0
at t = 0 to give:

[Fe(11)], (k; + ky [Fe(I1)g])
[Fe(I1)] = Tre(Tny, ¥ ¥ expl(k; ¥ K [Fe(TTITye) (3.10)
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we can also define Ty/p 35 the time when [Fe(II)] = {Fe(II)]O/Z :

i zn(Zk] + kZXO)/k]

/27 R K IFe(IN], (3.11)

We note that in the case when k] >>k2[Fe(II)]O, Egs. (3.10) and (3.11)
readily reduce to their first-order counterparts, Egs. (3.3) and (3.4),
respectively. For kz[Fe(II)]O>> k1 and long times, such that k] exp
[(k] + kz[Fe(II)]O)tj >>k2[Fe(II)]0, Egs. (3.10)can be written as an
exponentially-decaying function:

(k] + kz[Fe(II)]

0)
[Fe(11)] = [Fe(11)], -

] exp[-(k] + kZ[Fe(II)]O)t] (3.12)

Figure 3.5 shows data for oxygenation of Fe(II) in C10,, C1~ and SOi-

media at pH 7.2. There are two ways to obtain the rate constant k We

o

use the [OH']2 dependence to obtain the suitable k, at the higher pH.

Then k2 can be adjusted until a good fit is obtained between calculated
values with (3.10) and the experimental data. This approach is illustrated
by Figure 3.6. Alternatively, one can utilize plots of log{([Fe(II)]O

- [Fe(II)]) + (k]/kz)]/[Fe(II)]} vs. time, assuming in a first trial that
k]/k2 is small and plotting 1og{([Fe(II)]0 - [Fe(I1)])/[Fe(1I)]} vs. time.
The straight 1ine will have a slope of (k] + kz[Fe(II)]0/2.303 and an
intercept of 1og(k]/k2[Fe(II)]0). The values of k] and k2 thus obtained
can be substituted in a second trial and the log function plotted again
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1 x 1 ]
pH = 7.2 -
B P02= 0.2 atm. |
25%¢C
B Curves fitted by eye
0.5 M NaC'IO4
0.165 M NaZSO4
0.5 M NaCl
| | I | |
0 20 40 60 80 100 Minutes

Figure 3.5 Effect of anions on Fe(II) oxygenation kinetics.
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Figure 3.6 Modeling of autocatalytic oxygenation of Fe(II)
with equation (3.10) of text.
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Figure 3.7 Autocatalytic plot of the data illustrated in
Figure 3.5
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until convergence is obtained. A consistent set of k1 and k2 can be
obtained after about 3 trials. The procedure is illustrated in Figure
3.7, and the pertinent data summarized in Table 3.4. The agreement
between the results of Tamura et al. (1966) and this study is surprisingly
good, and perhaps fortuitous, since their adsorption constant was obtained
for amorphous ferric hydroxide formed by hydrolysis, not by oxygenation.
Following Tamura et al. (1976b) we can compare the homogeneous rate and

heterogeneous rate as follows:

, K[OH™1°[0,]
K [Fe(T1)], - k [0,]K[Fe(TT)]/[H*]
k K2

: W
- + 3.13
K KR ILFe(TT)T; (3.13)

The ratio k]/kz[Fe(II)]O was calculated to be 9.4x10'7/[H+] when the

constants taken from Tamura et al. (1976b) were employed for [Fe(II)]

16 Bmin_], K, = ]0—14 2 1
I

0

= 50 WM. (k = 2.9x10'0 M° min~1,

-4.85).

M-, ks = 4380 M~

K=10 Therefore, k]/kz[Fe( I)]O n~ 9.4 at pH 7 and actually
decreases with decreasing pH. But at Tower pH values, the surface forms
slowly and adsorption of Fe(II) is less favorable. As a result, auto-
catalysis is noticeable only for pH around 7. For high pH, k]>k2[Fe(II)]0
and we would expect pseudo-first-order kinetics again.

In our kinetic experiments we measure total ferrous iron in the

system:

[Fe(11)] = [Fe?™] + [FeOH'T+...+[FeCci*] + [FeC1g]+...+[Fe2+]ads (3.14).

We assume that steady state conditions apply for the complexed species,
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and write:

[Fe(II)]=[Fe2+]+KFeOH[OH'][Fe2+]+_..+KFeC][Cl'][FeZ+]+,,,+ELE%§%%£11{FEZ+]

[c17+...+KFe(1I)]

= [Fe2+]{]+K FaCl [H+] }

[OH J+...+K (3.15)

FeOH

We have neglected other complexed species because of the unavailability
of equilibrium constants or because we assumed that their concentrations

are small. Equilibrium constants were chosen from the compiled REDEQL

0.9

data set at Caltech or from Baes and Mesmer (1976). K = 10"

4.5

FeCl
Therefore at pH 7, [C1"] = 0.5 M >> [Fe(II)]0 = 50 uM,

[

[Fe(11)] = [Fe?'] {1 + 0.0032 + 0.063 + 0.00706}

1.073[Fe?™] (3.16)

This is a conservative estimate since we have not corrected the constants
with respect to ionic strength. Even so, [Fe2+]O is 93% of [Fe(II)],
[FeOH'] is Tless than 0.30% of Fe(II), only 6% of the [Fe(II)] is
complexed as Fec1” and Fe(II)ads is less than 1% of the total Fe(II), so

the mass balance assumed in (3.8) is justified.

3.3 Product Identification

Initial attempts to obtain X-ray diffraction patterns for the

oxygenation products were unsuccessful. They proved amorphous to X-rays.
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Misawa et al. (1974) claimed that y-FeOOH was formed in the case of rapid
aerial oxidation of ferrous iron, and that Fe(II)-Fe(III) green inter-
mediates formed in neutral and slightly acidic solutions. Upon comparing
the infrared spectra of the oxygenation products shown in Figure 3.8

with the infrared spectra of the standard ferric oxyhydroxides in Figure
3.9, it was readily apparent that the oxygenation products had an infrared
spectra closest to that of y-FeOOH. Some of the oxygenation products

gave recognizable X-ray patterns (tabulated in Table 3.5) confirming that
v-FeOOH is indeed the product.

Figure 3.10 shows the spectra of some products formed by hydrolyzing
ferric salts. Amorphous ferric hydroxide is formed at slightly alkaline
pH values, even when C1~ is present at 0.7 M concentration. Apparently,
the formation of g-FeOOH is an aging process that requires a time scale
much longer than hours at such pH values. The hydrolyzed ferric oxide
at pH values close to 12 exhibits goethite peaks, although X-ray diffrac-
tion shows it to be amorphous. Figure 3.11 shows the spectra of an
amorphous ferric hydroxide sample aged at 0.7 M NaCl and pH 9 for one
year; o-FeOOH peaks were observed. It is of interest to note that,
although it is known that anions are important in determining the nature
of the product in ferric salt hydrolysis, in oxygenation experiments it
is y-FeOOH that invariably forms first, whether in C]Oi, C1”, or soﬁ'
media. Figure 3.12 shows the spectra of a y-FeOOH sample prepared by
procedure A (outlined in Chapter 2) aged in 0.7 M NaCl and pH 9 for one
year. It remained essentially the same. Although free energy calcula-

tions would indicate that y-FeOOH is unstable with respect to o-FeOOH,
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Figure 3.8 Infrared spectra of Fe(II) oxygenation product.

A11 spectra except 6. are run with one-mg sample in 200 mg KBr
(1)0.5 M NaCl,pH 7.2,[Fe(II)]0 = 50uM. HCO§ buffer

(2)0.165 M Na,S0,,other conditions as above.

(3)0.5 M NaC1O4,other conditions as above.
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(5)0.1 M NaC10,,pH 9.0,[Fe(I11)]y= 1077, NH,/NH, buffer.

(6)0.6 mg of standard y- FeOOH in 200 mg KBr.
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Figure 3.10 Infrared spectra of some ferric iron hydrolysis products.
A11 spectra run with one-mg sampie in 200 mg.KBr.
(1) 10"3M Fe(C]O4)3 in 0.7 M NaCl,pH = 8.3 with HCOé buffer.

(2) Fe(NO3), in 0.1 M NaNo,,pH = 8 by addition of €02~ free
NaOH. Obtained from K.Hayes,Stanford University,Dept.Civil
engineering. 1978

(3) FeCT3 in 0.01 M NaOH. From D.Wilson,formerly with Army corp.

of engineers,Waterways Experimental Station,Vicksburg,Miss.
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Figure 3.11 Aging of amorphous FeQOH studied by infrared spectroscopy.

(1) amorphous FeOOH synthesized by procedure in Appendix C.
0.97 mg in 200 mg KBr.

(2) same sample from (1) aged for one-year in 0.7M NaCl-
5 mM NaHCOS. 1.07 mg in 200 mg KBr.

(3) spectra of standard a- FeOOH. 0.8 mg in 200 mg KBr.
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Figure 3.12 Infrared spectra of aged y- FeQOH
(1) y-FeOOH synthesized by procedure A in Chapter 2
0.6 mg in 200 mg KBr.
(2) same sample from (1) aged for one-year in 0.7 M NaCl-
5 mM NaHCO,. 0.63 mg in 200 mg KBr.

3
(3) spectra of standard y-FeOOH. 0.6 mg in 200 mg KBr.
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Table 3.5 X-ray diffraction pattern of
Fe(II) oxygenation product

_g_igl Intensity
6.36 s,broad
3.27 s
2.821 ms ssharp
2.479 broad
2.380 wWw
1.996 m,sharp
1.9385 s
1.5297 w,broad

d (R)@ Intensity (I/Iol_
6.26 100
3.29 90
2.47 80
1.937 70
1.732 40
1.524 40
1.367 30
1.075 40

a.Taken from ASTM card file 8-98 for lepidocrocite
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we are apparently seeing slow kinetics of transformation or particle
size effects on the apparent solubility. See Table C.1 in the

appendix.

3.4 Implications for Natural Systems

The results of this study have implications for understanding
the short-term dynamics of iron transformations in freshwater and marine
systems. It is suggested that the influences of ionic strength and
complexation in retarding oxygenation-removal helps to explain reported
differences in behavior for freshwater, estuarine and marine waters.

The relative ease of Fe(II) oxygenation indicates that amounts of true
dissolved ferrous iron would be extremely small in natural waters.
Boyle et al. (1977) reported strong evidence that the river-borne
"dissolved" iron consists almost entirely of mixed iron oxide-organic
matter colloids, of diameter less than 0.45 um and stabilized by the

Y] [ -

dissolved organic matter. Large-scale,rapid removal of iron from river

S01
water occurring during estuarine mixing is interpreted as a flocculation
process whereby seawater cations neutralize the negatively charge iron-
bearing colloids. On the other hand, Fe(II) oxygenation half-time on
the order of minutes, rather than seconds, for marine waters may help

to provide an explanation for biological availabilities of Fe(II) and

Fe(III) in surface waters containing both reducing agents and dissolved

oxygen.
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CHAPTER 4
SURFACE CHEMICAL PROPERTIES OF y-FeQOH

In the preceding chapter we described the identification of the
oxygenation product of Fe(II) to be y-FeOOH, lepidocrocite. The surface
thus formed was shown to have a catalytic effect on Fe(II) oxygenation
kinetics. It will be shown in Chapter 5 that the same surface also
catalyses Mn(II) oxygenation kinetics. This chapter summarizes the

chemical properties of the v-FeQOOH surface releyant to this study.

4.1 Particle Size Distribution and Surface Area

A suspension of y-FeOOH prepared by procedure A (outlined in Chapter
2) was analysed by Hunt (1980) with a modified Coulter counter. The
Coulter counter measures voltage pulses caused by changes in resistance
with the passage of particles carried by a suspending electrolyte through
a smail orifice. The resistance change is proportional to the particie
volume, theoretically. The instrument is calibrated with known size
distributions (e.g. latex spheres). Figure 4.1 shows the differential
area distribution of the y-FeOOH suspension. The area distribution was
derived from the particle size distribution, and has a very sharp peak
near 2 um and the cumulative specific area was determined to be 3.3 mz/g.
This result is subject to shape factor corrections, since the distribution
is based on the assumption that the particles are spheres. Kaneko et al.
(1975) reported that y-FeOOH prepared by oxidizing Fe(II) gave very thin
rectangular plates and their surface area as measured by the adsorption

of nitrogen was 100 mz/g. Samples prepared by procedure A gave an
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Figure 4.1 Differential Area Distribution of y- FeOOH determined
by Hunt(1980)
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average surface area of 171 m2/g, determined by J. B. Earnest with the
BET (Braunauer, Emmett, Teller) at JPL. This implies that we were either
seeing strongly held aggregates of particles in the Coulter counter or

that the particles were very porous, or both.

4.2 Surface Charge Distribution by Acid Titration

Solid oxides in aqueous solutions develop surface charge by the
adsorption and desorption of potential-determining ions. Parks and de
Bruyn (1962) first demonstrated that K" and OH are potential-determining
ions for ferric oxides in aqueous suspensions.

Potentiometric titrations have been applied to study the surface
charge of ferric oxides in aqueous suspensions. Operationally, the
procedure measures the amount of acid or base consumed by the solid
surface through the difference between the titration curves of the solid
suspension and a blank solution. Balistrieri and Murray (1979) reported
a titration study of the o-FeOOH, goethite surface; Murray (1978) has

reported on the surface titration of g-FeOOH, akaganeite.

4.2.1 Titration Procedure

1. Suspensions prepared by procedures A and B were acidified to pH 4
to convert the remaining HCO§ to aqueous COZ' The aqueous CO2 was

removed by NZ bubbling. The pH was measured.

2. Known amounts of 0.1 N NaOH were added to raise the pH above 10
and deprotonate the surface. Onoda and de Bruyn (1966) have shown

that, within these pH ranges, the solubility of ferric oxyhydroxide
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was not significant to affect the proton balance.

3. The suspension was titrated with acid (0.1 N HC1, 0.6 M NaCl)
from a volumetric buret. The titrant is of the same ionic
strength as the suspension, 0.7 M C1~ and so the ionic strength

remains constant throughout the titration.

4. The pH was monitored by the glass-reference electrode cell poten-
tial as discussed in Appendix B.
Since we are ignoring the solubility of the ferric oxyhydroxide we

can define the surface coverage as:

- - = - + - -
r=r  =-T _ CB CA + [H'] - [OH] (4.1)
where T is the surface excess of protons written in terms of M units.

CB is the concentration of strong base added, CA is the concentration of
+
t

strong acid added. [H'] is known from the pH measurement and [OH ] is
calculated from a knowledge of CKW.

Onoda and de Bruyn (1966) reported a kinetic study of proton adsorp-
tion at the a—Fe203, hematite/solution interface. They distinguished
between a rapid step of adsorption (on the order of 2 min) and a slow
diffusion step (on the order of 5 to 10 days). The interpretation that
a-FeZO3 in solution formed a goethite-1ike layer was proposed, the slow
step being the diffusion of protons into or out of this interface. In
the present study the glass-reference electrode cell potential reached

stable values in about 30 sec, in the pH range 10.5 to 9.0; longer times,

on the order of hours, were needed for pH stabilization as the titration
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curve approaches the pH range 8-4. This was attributed to the unbuffered

nature of these solutions, where potential drift could be expected.

4.2.2 Results on Surface Titration

Figure 4.2 shows results of a typical titration for a surface
prepared by procedure A. Figure 4.3 shows a surface charge versus pH
plot obtained using equation (4.1). The plot is fairly linear over a
wide pH range (9.5 to 6). Such behavior has been observed in studies of
oxides in high ionic strength solutions by other investigators, e.g.,
Breeuwsma (1973) for oc—FeZO3 in 1.0 M KC1, Yates (1975) for TiOz, rutile
in 0.1 M NaC]O4, and Balistrieri and Murray (1979) for goethite in 0.7 M

NaCl. The surface charge vs. pH for v-FeOOH in 0.7 M NaCl in this study

can be represented by the equation:

r = -58.6(pH - 6.77) in units of uM

-659 (pH - 6.77) in units of umoles/g (4.2)

Equation (4.2) is valid for the pH range 9.5 to 6 only.

Total surface sites of the y-FeOOH prepared by procedures A and B
were determined to be 2.6 moles/Kg and 2.3 moles/Kg, respectively. Using
a specific surface area of 171 mz/g, the corresponding number of surface
sites per unit area were computed to be 9.2 and 8.1 OH groups/nmz. These
values compare well with the theoretical values of surface density

calculated by Jones and Hockey (1971) for Ti0,, 6.1 to 12.2 OH groups/

23
an_ The site density for y-FeOOH observed here also compares well

with the result of 8.4 OH groups/nm2 for y-FeOOH reported by Kaneko et

