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ABSTRACT

A laboratory study was made on particle motion in liquid
ﬂﬁidized beds. In Part 1, experiments made in a bed of 4-inch in-
side diameter with a large length-to-diameter ratio of 24 to 1 are
described. Particle motion in the bed was found to be essentially a
diffusion process. Diffusion coefficients for motion in the vertical di-
rection were measured for glass beads of . 236-inch diameter at a
range of average bead concentrations. Vertical diffusion was inde-
pendent of radial position in the bed.

The experimental findings on particle diffusion in the bed
were compared to principles of diffusion of a turbulent fluid. A sig-
nificant correlation between two successive vertical step lengths of
short duration suggested that a bead is within an eddy of beads and
fluid for a short time. The diffusion coefficients of the beads were
much larger than the diffusion coefficients of the turbulent fluid in the
absence of the beads, indicating that particles in a liquid fluidized
bed augment instabilities.

Steady and quasi-steady patterns of particle circulation were
observed in both a cylindrical bed with a length-to-diameter ratio of
5 to 1 and in beds of conical shape, and are described in Part 2.
Weak waves also formed in this cylindrical bed; the observed propa-
gating speed compared roughly to that estimated using the theory of
kinematical waves.

Photographic materials on pages 17, 18 , 65 , and 94 are
essential and will not reproduce clearly on Xerox copies. Photo-

graphic copies should be ordered.
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INTRODUCTION

A fluidized bed is a suspension of particles supported in the
gravity field by a fluid which flows upwards through the particles.

The weight of the particles is balanced by the drag exerted on them by
the fluid in addition to buoyant forces. A porous bottom forms the
lower boundary of the suspension and allows the fluid to enter the bed.
At a given fluid flow rate, the height of the suspension remains
steady, and‘the particles of the suspension are dispersed sonewhat
uniformly. The upper boundary of the suspension is flat and resem-
bles a free surface, as there is ab sharp demarcation between the sus-
pension and the fluid above, devoid of particles. Although the sus-
pension as a whole assumes specific boundaries, the particles of the
suspension are in agitated and complex forms of 'motion.

With no flow through the column, the particles are at rest
supported by the bottom. Their transformation to a fluidized state is
reached only at a sufficiently large fluid flow rate. At a very small
flow rate, the particles remain motionless, for the drag forces re-
sulting from the flow are not sufficient to support their weight. This
is referred to as a fixed bed; flow through a fixed bed is similar to
that through a porous medium. As the fluid flow is increased, the
bed swells slightly and a flow rate is reached at which some of the
particles begin to shift, and the top of the bed begins to move. With a
slight further increase in fluid flow, all the particles are set in mo-
tion. The irregular disturbance at the top of the bed increases as the
bed begins to expand. This condition is known as incipient fluidiza-

tion. Any further increase in the fluid flow rate results in an upward
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surge of the top of the bed. The height of the bed stabilizes when the

expansion of the solids is sufficient to accommodate the specific flow
rate applied. Now the particles are suspended by the flow in a state
of fluidization. If the fluid flow velocity is increased to a value great-
er than the free fall velocity of a single particle, the particles are
carried upward and the bed is emptied.

Rapid development in fluidized beds was made in the 1940's
by the petroleum industry as devices for the catalytic cracking of raw
petroleum. A fluid consisting of some reacti:ﬁg species is used to
fluidize a bed of particles which serves as the catalyst for the reac-
tion. The use of fluidized beds in catalytic reaction processes re-
mains today as a major application. However, the large surface
area of the particles in a fluidized bed and also the agitation provided
by the particles facilitate the application of fluidized beds as a means
of temperature control (constant temperature bath) and also as a heat
exchanger.

When a fluidized bed is used as a catalytic reactor or as a
heat exchanger, regeneration of particles is usually required. For
instance, the catalyst in a petroleum cracking process eventually be-
comes coated with unwanted chemicals and loses its effectivenes S.
The regeneration of particles is fypically affected by continuously ad-
ding a fresh charge at the top of the bed while at the same time re-
moving wasted particles at the bottom in order to keep the bed height
constant. Particle diffusion coefficients, investigated in this study,
are thus a parameter of important practical value, for a knowledge of

diffusion coefficients allows an estimation to be made of the charac-
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teristics of the residence time of a particle in a catalytic reactor or
heat exchanger,

The theory of fluidized beds is in a primitive state, and the
experimental data that do exist are concerned primarily with gross
average behavior. The purpose of the experiments made here was to
provide data of a more fundamental nature on the unsteady random
motion within a fluidized bed.

The properties basic to a fluidized bed as a whole, such as
bed height for a given fluid mass flow rate, fluid velocity at incipient
fluidization, and pressure drop in the fixed bed regime, have been
investigated empirically and rather extensively by many authors.
Several textbooks have been published in recent years: Leval, Za-
brodskyZ , and Zenz and Othmer3 summarize the experimental find-
ings and présent generalized correlations. A series of three articles
by Bot’cerill4 covers the important papers on fluidization of the early
1960's in abstract form. From a macroscopic viewpoint, the average
properties of fluidized beds can be deduced from correlations of di-
mensionless variables based on experimental findings. In defining
these basic properties, it is sufficient in dealing with the particles to
assume that they are distributed uniformly and are at rest with drag
forces balancing buoyant weight. An average particle concentration
(volume fraction) is used to characterize the entire bed.

In a real fluidized bed, however, ‘the solids are not neces-
sarily distributed uniformly, nor are they at rest but assume various
types of motion dependent upon the actual fluidizing apparatus em-

ployed. As a primary classification, microscopic bed behavior can
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be divided into two general categories, aggregative and particulate.
In gas-fluidized beds, some gas rises as particle-free voids or bub-
bles which can be observed as they burst at the upper free surface.
The bubbles agitate the bed considerably, creating a high degree of
non-uniformity in particle concentration, evidenced by a bed height
which fluctuates markedly. This behavior, called aggregative fluidi-
zation, is dealt with in a book by Davidson and Harrisons. In con-
trast to gas-fluidized beds, the particles in a liquid fluidized bed
space themselves more or less uniformly, exhibiting particulate
fluidization. The experiments described here were confined to liquid
beds.

Although the particles are distributed rather uniformly in
liquid beds, they do assume various forms of movement. Visual ex-
amination of the microstructure of a liquid fluidized bed reveals an
eddy type of motion with clumps of particles moving together, similar
in appearance to eddies of fluid in a turbulent flow field. Two other
types of particle motion commonly occurring in liquid fluidized beds
are steady patterns of particle recirculation and also weak waves.
The scale of the recirculation patterns is the size of the bed, and
their shape as well as their presence is very sensitive to bed geom-
etry. The waves appear as narrow strata of slightly varying particle
concentration propagating upwards at a somewhat regular rate in a
bed of otherwise uniform concentration. They have a one-dimen-
sional character and a much weaker concentration variation than the
bubbles found in gas-fluidized beds. All three characteristics of

particle movement in liquid-fluidized beds were examined.
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A specific liquid-fluidized bed was developed, and experiments
were made to examine the random motion of individual particles and
to measure particle diffusion coefficients for the vertical direction.
Position data on the motion of a few individual particles in the bed
were recorded by means of motion picture photography. From these
data, distributions of step lengths were reduced for varying time in-
tervals, for statistical analysis.

Glass beads of 0.236-inch diameter were used for the particles
along with a glass fluidizing column 8 feet long and 4-inch inside di-
ameter. Beads to be tracked on film were colored and made visible
anywhere in the column by utilizing a ﬂuid*with the same refractive
index as that of the uncolored beads. Without matching the refractive
indices of the beads and the fluid, it was impossible to see a colored
bead that was even a few bead diameters from the wall of the column.

It is believed that the random motion of an individual bead is
generated by its capture in eddies of beads and fluid that are created
and destroyed over time. The experimental findings as well as the
appearance of the microstructure of the bed suggested such a physical
process; two successive steps of short duration separated by a short
time were found statistically correlated, indicating that a bead re-
sides in an eddy for a short time. Vertical step lengths of longer
duration were normally distributed and could be interpreted in terms
of a diffusion coefficient as for a random walk process. Particle dif-
fusion coefficients for the vertical direction were measured at several

average bed particle concentrations. These diffusion coefficients are

much larger than would be found in the fluid alone at the same flow

’FSee page 15.
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rate; the particles in a fluidized bed tend to increase instabilities ap-
preciably.

Carlos and Richardson6 , Handley, et al. 7 , and Rowe, et al.
have also measured particle diffusion coefficients in liquid fluidized
beds. The physical properties of the fluid and the particles in the
present experiment differed from those in the other experiments, in-
creasing the range of bed properties for which diffusion coefficients
have been measured. Also, the three other experiments had some in-
herent weaknesses; the present experiment incorporated several fea-
tures which allowed very careful measurements to be made. The
most important feature was the use of a fluidizing column long in
length in comparison to its diameter, which eliminated gross steady
patterns of particle recirculation and also permitted measurements
to be taken far away from the special effects of the ends of the bed.

The presence of steady patterns of particle recirculation in a
shallow bed of glass beads fluidized by water made it impossible to
observe random motion in that bed because of the difficulty in sepa-
rating it from the steady currents. Circulation pattérns are still
very important, for they provide a large amount of fluid-particle
mixing. Experiments on circulation patterns as well as weak waves
in a shallow cylindrical bed with a length-to-diameter ratio of 5 to 1
and also conical beds of glass beéds fluidized by water are discussed

in Part 2; Part 1 is devoted to the diffusion experiments.
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PART 1

PARTICLE DIFFUSION IN

LIQUID FLUIDIZED BEDS
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I. AVERAGE BED PROPERTIES

In the experiments on particle diffusion, important macroscop-
ic parameters are the average particle size, density, shape, and con-
centration; the temperature, density, and viscosity of the fluid; and the
superficial fluid velocity (the average fluid velocity at bed inlet). The
average particle concentration is the fraction of the total volume of the
bed occupied by the particles and is determined from the bed height,
the cross-sectional area of the fluidizing column, and the density and
overall weight of the beads. During an experiment, the height of the
bed remained quite steady, with fluctuation less than 1 percent. The
temperature of the fluid fixes the values of the physical properties of
the fluid; an operating temperature of 30°C was maintained in each dif-
fusion experiment.

For a given average particle concentration and operating tem-
perature, the superficial fluid velocity is fixed. Superficial fluid ve-
locity, Uo’ was measured for average particle concentrations, Co’
ranging from 0.120 to 0.415, and the results are plotted in Figure 1.
The vertical axis is the natural logarithm of the ratio, Uo/Ut’ of the
superficial fluid velocity to the free-fall velocity of a bead in a quies-
cent fluid; utilizing drag coefficient data for rigid spheres reported by
Haberman and Mortong, Ut was calculated to be 0.56 ft/sec for a Reyn-
olds number, R‘c’ of 61, based on particle diameter. The horizontal ax-
is is the natural logarithm of particle voidage, l-CO , or the volume
fraction of the fluid. The plot is constructed to facilitate comparison
of the experimental findings to the empirical formula, Uo: Ut(l—Co)I1 ,

a simple and widely recognized correlation devised by Richardson and
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Zakilo . The exponent, n, is a function of Rt and the ratio of bead-

to-bed diameter and generally can be evaluated from other empirical
formulas reported by Richardson and Zaki in their paper. However,
in the current case, the diameter ratio is 0. 06 and is larger than

0. 04, the maximum value at which the formulas remain valid. In-
stead of using the formulas, the exponent was estimated directly
from a plot of Richardson and Zaki's data and was found to be 3.3.
This estimate is somewhat crude, as the number of data points was
rather deficient in the neighborhood of Rt = 61 and a diameter ratio
of 0.06.

The experimental values agree fairly well withthose predicted,
utilizing the correlation of Richardson and Zaki; however, two areas
of disagreement are noticeable from the plot. The curve represent-
ing the da;ta is slightly curved, while that formed by the empirical
formula is a straight line. At the smaller voidages, the data form a
straight line parallel to but lying below that of the empirical formula;
as the voidage is increased, the curve formed by the data bends up-
wards intersecting the line predicted by Richardson and Zaki. The
fact that the curve representing the data has a shape is not surprising,
for in some cases, the curves representing the raw data of Richard-
son and Zaki, upon which their correlation is based, were also simi-
larly shaped. However, in those éases, the exponent in the empirical
forl;nula and the slope of the curve formed by their raw data matched
better at the larger voidages, not the smaller voidages as in the cur-
rent example; the exponent in the empirical formula would have to be

smaller in order to better match the slope of the curve formed by the
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current data at the larger voidages. Perhaps this discrepancy, which
is only of a rather small magnitude,” is due to the crude way in which
the exponent was estimated.

The other area of disagreement between the experimental
findings and the empirical formula regards the multiplication factor,
Ut' If one imagines the curve representing the data extended to in-
tersect the vertical axis, the intercept value would be less than unity;
the multiplication factor in the empirical formula is too large. This
means that as the voidage approaches unity, the superficial velocity
approaches a value less than the free-fall velocity of a single bead in
a quiescent fluid. As the voidage tends to unity, the fluid in the col-
umn is not quiescent. Although the Reynolds number, based on the
diameter of the column, approaches a value on the order of 1000,
suggesting a laminar flow, there is probably a fair degree of turbu-
lence present also due to the agitation of even a few particles.

Though no data on the free-fall velocity of spheres in a turbulent
field are known to the author, it is expected that it would provide a

better means of estimating the multiplication factor.
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II. EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE

The experiment was designed to measure particle diffusion
coefficients in a fluidized bed by observing the random motion of an
individual tagged particle. A fluidized bed was developed which en-
abled the positions of a few colored particles to be observed directly.
The bed was made transparent by using glass particles combined with
a liquid of the same refractive index as the glass. (This transparent

bed technique has been used by Othersé’ 7,11, 12

to locate particles in
fluidized beds. ) Motion pictures were made to record the position of
a colored particle in the bed as a function of time.

In the early stages of the experiment, another approach to
measuring particle diffusion coefficients in this apparatus had been
considered. Instead of photographing the random motion of an indi-
vidual particle, a diffusing front of particles could have been ob-
served,but for several reasons this method §vas deemed impractical.
For statistical purposes, a given experiment would have to be repeat-
ed many time, and to separate the tagged particles from the untagged
particles after each experimental run would have proved time con-
suming and difficult. The nature of the working fluid is such that it
is irritating to the skin, and in the presence of even a small amount
of water becomes very corrosive. Removal of the particles for the
purpose of separation without exposing the system to water vapor in
the atmosphere would have entailed complicated procedures. In ad-
dition, the problem of adding tagged particles to the bed without dis-
turbing the state of fluidization would have been difficult, if not im-

possible, to overcome.
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A. TParticles and Working Fluid

Kimble kimax glass beads of . 236 in. average diameter were
chosen for the particles. These beads were of nearly uniform size
and had an average sphericity of = 3 percent, expressed as the max-
imum variation in diameter relative to the average diaméter. Their
average density of 138 1lb. /cu. ft. was determined by measuring the
water displacement of a known weight of beads. The manufacturer
reported their refractive index (na-D line at 20°C) as 1.491. A dis-
advantage of using these beads was that tiny air bubbles in them
made the fluid-particle system optically non-uniform. The density of
air bubbles was not large enough, however, to reduce significantly
the resolution on film of a marked bead deep in the column. This
problem will be discussed in-more detail in the section dealing with
photographic techniques.

Tagged beads were identified by exposing them to high inten-
sity y~radiation, a process which colored them dark brown without
affecting their size or density. In the preliminary stages, before
this technique was discovered, attempts at coloring by chemical
treatment proved unsatisfactory. Details on the y-radiation tech-
nique, as well as the chemical methods that were tried, are de-
scribed in Appendix A-1.

The working fluid was a clear mixture of 1,1,2,2, tetrabromo-
ethane (commonly called acetylene tetrabromide or ATB), purchased
from the Dow Chemical Company, and an organic fluid, UCON LB-
65, manufactured by the Union Carbide Corporation. The refractive

indices of these two compounds straddle that of the glass beads, ATB
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having the higher refractive index. The use of ATB as the solute in
a mix designed to match the refractive index of glass beads was sug-
gested by Lemlich and Manoffl3. The mix that had the same re-
fractive index as that of the glass beads contained 18.8 percent
acetylene tetrabromide and 81.2 percent UCON fluid LB-65 by vol-
ume at 30°C. This was determined by titrating ATB into the UCON
fluid, which had previously been added to the experimental apparatus.
A match was achieved when the contours of individual beads disap-
peared under the actual experimental lighting conditions at the op-
erating temperature of 30°C. The volume fractions of the compo-
nents of the mix were determined later (assuming no change of vol-
ume on mixing) by measuring the densities at 30°C of the mix, the
ATB, and the UCON fluid; the density of the mix was assumed to be
the sum of the densities of the individual components weighted by
their respective volume fractions.

Details of experiments performed to determine the density
and viscosity of the working fluid at a range of temperatures near
the operating temperature of 30°C are described in Appendix A-2,
Viscosities were measured using a falling ball viscosimeter, and
densities were determined using a pycnometer. Property data on
the individual components of the working fluid can be found in ref-
erences 14, 15, and 16. Pertinent data on the physical properties
of the particles and the working fluid have been summarized in
Table 1 for easy reference.

Certain properties of ATB and UCON fluid had an effect on

the practicality of their application to the experiment. The choice
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PROPERTIES OF WORKING FLUID

(at 30°C)

Composition: 18. 8% by volume 1,1,2,2 CZHZBr4

81.2% by volume UCON fluid LB-65

Density: 83. 004 1b. /cu. ft.
Viscosity: 22.2 cp.
Viscosity - Temperature - . 885 cp. /°c
Dependence

PROPERTIES OF PARTICLES

Type: Kimble kimax glass spheres
Average Diameter: . 236 inches
Density: 138 1b. /cu. ft.

Refractive Index: 1.491 for Na-D line at 20°C

TABLE 1. Summary of Important Working Fluid and Particle
Properties.



-16-

of UCON fluid as the solvent did not create any problems. It was
safe to use, stable, non-corrosive to metals, and relatively inex-
pensive. ATB, on the other hand, had both desirable and undesirable
qualities, some of which are discussed in a Dow reportls. Also,
valuable information was obtained from direct communication with
Cokeletl7, who had experience working with ATB. Although acety-
lene tetrabromide is toxic if taken internally, vapor concentrations at
ordinary room temperatures are not dangerous. Also, it does not
create a fire hazard; in fact, it is sometimes used as a fire retard-
ant. However, ATB hydrolyzes in the presence of water and cor-
rodes certain metals. Not only was it essential to keep water out of
the apparatus, but extreme care had to be taken in the selection of
materials (stainless steel, teflon, glass, brass) for use in construct-
ing the apparatus. For more detailed information on this corrosive
effect, refer to Appendix A-3. In addition, ATB discolors slightly at
high temperatures. This discoloration was observed as a result of

an accident discussed in Appendix A-4.

B. Apparatus

Photographs of the experimental installation are presented in
Figures 2 and 3. Basically, this apparatus consists of the fluidized
bed itself and the equipment which maintains and controls a flow
through the bed. The fluidized bed apparatus will be discussed in
terms of its two basic elements, the fluidizing column and the en-

trance section. Following this will be a description of the elements

in the flow circuit.
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Figure 2, Experimental Installation with the Fluidizing Column
in the Foreground.,
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The fluidizing column is a Corning pyrex pipe, 8 ft. in length
and 4 in. inside diameter. This column, having a relatively large
ratio of length to diameter, helped provide the experiment with two
important features. The use of a long column enabled measurements
to be taken at a position along the length of the column away from the
influence of bed end effects. In addition, preliminary studies per-
formed by following the motion of tagged beads gave no indication of
large-scale, steady patterns of collective particle circulation. In
earlier experiments, the presence of these patterns in a short col-
umn of particles fluidized by water precluded the use of the short
column for diffusion studies. In that apparatus, it was found impos-
sible to observe random particle motion because of the difficulty in
separating it from the steady circulation patterns. It is believed
that the use of a column with a large length-to-diameter ratio is a
major factor in inhibiting the formation of steady circulation pat-
terns in this experiment. Carlos and Richardson6 and Handley, et
al. 7 , who also measured particle diffusion coefficients in liquid
fluidized beds, employed columns in their apparatus of much smaller
length-to-diameter ratios than that of the present study (2.5 to 1 and
3.3 to 1 as compared to the 24 to 1 here).

Another factor helpful in the suppression of steady circulation
patterns was the application of a novel entrance section. ¥ The en-

trance section consisted of a Corning pyrex pipe 2 ft. long and 4 in.

inside diameter, containing approximately four pounds of . 12 in. di-

:ﬁThe design of the entrance section was suggested by R. Puzyrewski
of the Institute of Fluid Flow Machinery, Gdansk, while Research
Fellow at the California Institute of Technology in 1965-1966.
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ameter glass beads. A 30-mesh stainless steel screen was mounted
on the bottom of the section, and a 40-mesh screen was mounted on
the top. These screens prevented particles from leaving the section.
(The upper screen also served as a support for the particles in the
major fluidizing column. ) With upward flow of the fluid, some of the
particles became packed against the upper screen, while the rest of
the particles were suspended in a fluidized state. Apparently, this
combined action produced a uniform velocity at the inlet to the major
fluidizing column, which tended to suppress the circulation patterns.

The fluidizing column was hung from the ceiling, and the en-
trance section was supported on the floor by four legs of adjustable
length. Standard Corning fittings and gaskets were used to connect
flexible tubing to the inlet at the entrance section and the outlet at the
top of the fluidizing column. This mounting arrangement provided a
means of adjusting the vertical alignment of the column. "It also fa-
cilitated disassembly of the column from the entrance section in order
to change the amount of beads in the column.

The flow circuif is shown schematically in Figure 4. The
drum, of a fifty-five gallon capacity and with a baked epoxy lining,
feeds the pump. The centrifugal pump, manufactured by Worthington,
was of stainless steel with a maximum capacity of 130 gpm. at 42 ft.
of water, and a maximum head of 72 ft. of water. A General Electric
motor of 5 h. p. drives the pump at 1750 rpm. The pump supplies two
major pipelines, one of which feeds the fluidized bed and also contains
the filter in an auxiliary branch, and the other a by-pass line. Ex-

cept for the filter line, all pipes were stainless steel tubing, 2 in. o.d.
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FLOW CIRCUIT LEGEND

Fluidizing Column

Entrance Section
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Pump

Orifice Meter

U-Tube Manometer

Filter

Heat Exchanger

By-Pass Line

Bed Control Valves ~-- Globe Valves, 1 in.
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Gate Valve, 1 in.
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Flexible Tube
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Baffle
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by . 035 in. wall. The circuit is completed by returning the flow
from these lines to the drum.

The filter was installed to remove fine debris found in the
fluid as a result of the accident described in Appendix A-4. It was
manufactured by Commercial Filters Corporation and has a replace-
able cotton cartridge capable of removing particles as small as 1 mi-
cron. Having a low flow capacity, it was placed in an auxiliary line
branching from the line that feeds the bed. Since this branching oc-
curs downstream from the orifice meter, the filter was not used
while an experiment was in progress.

To prevent an excessive rise in the temperature of the fluid as
it passed through the pump, the pump was operated at high flow rate.
The flow rate through the bed was therefore controlled by adjusting
the valves feeding the bed in conjunction with the valve to the by-pass
line. For example, if a lower flow rate was desired in the bed, not
only was its valve(s) closed somewhat, but also the by-pass valve was
opened. This allowed the pump to operate at constant capacity. Other
elements of the circuit provided means for flow measurement, tem-
perature control, and the prevention of corrosion.

The temperature of the working fluid was adjusted by control-
ling the flow rate of water through the coils of the heat exchanger.
The coils were of . 375 in. stainless-steel tubing and had an unwound
length of eighty feet. They were set between large concentric brass
tubes, the central tube being sealed at both ends; the working fluid
was forced across the coils in the remaining annular space. The in-

side diameter of the outer brass tube was 4. 75 in., and the thickness
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of the annulus was .5 in. Fluid temperature was measured with a
thermocouple at the top of the fluidizing column. The .005 in. copper-
constantan wires of the thermocouple were set in a small glass test
tube with epoxy. The tip of this tube was injected directly into the
fluid stream. An operating temperature of 30°C was maintained, for
at that temperature, the refractive index of the fluid matched that of
the beads.

An orifice meter was installed in the pipeline which fed the
fluidized bed. Sharp-edged orifice plates of . 658 in. and . 814 in.
diameter were utilized for the smaller and the larger fluidizing ve-
locities, respectively. Pressure taps of . 031 in. diameter were lo-
cated one inch from each face of the plate, and a U-tube manometer,
five feet in length, was employed to measure the pressure differen-
tials. Although the orifice plates, the flanges, and the location of
pressure taps were according to NACA standard specificationslS,
standard lengths of entrance and exit pipe were not installed due to
space limitations. Therefore, standard orifice coefficients could not
be used, necessitating calibration of the meter specific to the pipe in-
stallation used. Details of the calibration procedure are discussed in
Appendix A-5.

In addition to the use of special materials in the fabrication of
the apparatus, further precautions were taken to inhibit the corrosive
effects of the working fluid. Before the ﬂﬁid was originally added to
the apparatus, any water present was removed; warm air was circu-
lated through all passages,which were then purged and replenished

with dry nitrogen. With the addition of about 25 gallons of UCON fluid
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and 5% gallons of ATB to the apparatus, a dry nitrogen atmosphere
was created above the fluid level in the drum. The nitrogen atmos-
phere was increased by connecting an additional 55-gallon drum of
nitrogen, also containing a few pounds of silica gel. At times it was
necessary to repurge various portions of the system with nitrogen;
this was done, for example, as part of the procedure when exchanging
orifice plates or altering the weight of beads in the column. A baffle
placed between the inlet and outlet pipes in the drum served to re-
move any nitrogen bubbles which had combined with the fluid when it

re-entered the purged sections.

C. Photographic Technique and Experimental Procedure

In a typical experiment, a known weight of beads, which in-
cluded approximately twenty tagged beads, was expanded to a height
close to the full height of the column. After about an hour and a half
warm-up, an equilibrium temperature of 30°C was reached. At this
time, an accurate measure of the height of the fluidized particles was
taken, and the pressure differential across the orifice was noted.

The motion of tagged beads in a portion of the column away from the
influence of bed end effects was recorded on movie film. The test
section was 12 in. long and located about ten column diameters from
either boundary of the bed. A plan view of the test section and the
photographic arrangement is shown in Figure 5.

A total of five or six rolls of film, each containing 100 feet of
film, was used ih a given experiment. A roll of film was shot con-
tinuously as long as at least one bead and not more than four appeared

in the test section. When this condition was not met, the camera was
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stopped; filming resumed when the proper number of tagged beads
reappeared in the test section. Most of the time, it was possible to
shoot about fifty feet in this manner.

The data were recorded by means of a 16-mm Bolex movie
camera, model H-16 Rex, using a 300-mm Omnitar f/5 telephoto lens.
Use of this long lens reduced perspective errors by allowing a dis-
tance of forty feet between the camera and test section. At this dis-
tance, sufficient depth of field could be obtained with an aperture
setting of £/8. A framing rate of 24 frames per second was main-
tained by a synchronous motor. Light from two flood lamps of 750
watts each, operating at a color temperature of 3OOOOK, illuminated
the test section and mirror. The light was filtered to enhance the
resolution of a tagged bead on film. Opalized glass and polaroid fil-
ters reduced scattering of light from tiny air bubbled entrained in
the glass beads; a blue acetate filter provided a background against
which the contrast of the brown beads was increased. One hundred -
foot rolls of Eastman Double X negative Type 7222 film were used.
Under the above conditions, this film was chosen to produce an image
of high contrast and fine grain.

A front surface mirror (14 in. by 11 in. ) was mounted on the
right of the test section, enabling a side view of the column to be re-
corded in addition to the front view. Using the position of a tagged
bead in each of these views, along with information concerning the
optical system employed and its geometrical relationship to the col-
umn and mirror, it is possible to determine the location of the bead

in the column. The focal length of the camera lens and the factor by



-28-

which the size of an object in sharp focus is reduced to its size on the
film image (reduction factor) define the optical system. Four tri-
angular marks indicating the endpoints of two perpendicular lines of
known length (vertical, 5. 143 in.; horizontal, 3. 985 in. ) were painted
on the mirror and provided a fiducial scale. The reduction factor

was derived from the vertical reference marks upon which the camera
was focused. The horizontal reference marks were used to deter-
mine the angle formed by the mirror and the focal plane of the camera.
This was the essential factor needed in determining the geometrical
relationship of the column and mirror to the optical system. To ob-
tain a very sharp image of the mirror marks on film, the last few
feet of a given experiment were filmed with filters removed and the
aperture stopped down to f/22. It was absolutely necessary that the
vertical alignment of the focal plane, the vertical mirror marks, and
the fluidizing column be adjusted precisely. To double-check this

alignment, test footage was shot prior to a given experiment.
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III. RESULTS OF EXPERIMENTS

A. Position Analysis

Four experiments were filmed obtaining data at average parti-
cle concentrations (volume fractions), CO, of 0.120, 0.203, 0.286,
and 0.365, with the working fluid at 30°C. Each experiment involved
an analysis of the vertical positions of a tagged bead. In addition, in
one experiment, CO = 0. 120, polar positions were determined for
each vertical position to see if vertical diffusion depended upon radial
position.

A frame of film was displayed on the screen of a microfilm
reader, and raw position data for a tagged bead were recorded on an
IBM card. An IBM 360/75 computer was used to apply corrections
and convert the raw data to a real position in the fluidizing column.
Details of this process are described in Appendices B-1 and B-2;

B-1 deals with vertical position and B-2 with polar position. A large
amount of data was processed effectively by these means.

Though the film was shot at 24 frames per second, the vertical
distance traveled by a tagged bead in one twenty-fourth of a second
was too small to be determined accurately. Positions were noted
after skipping a regular number of frames; two basic frame rates, a
short time rate,v T1 , and a long time rate, TZ , were employed for
each experiment. * For example, at C0 = 0.120, some positions were
noted every fifth frame, or every 0.208 seconds, and others every
tenth frame, or 0.417 seconds. As estimated in Appendix B-1, the

variance (error) in measuring two successive positions on film is

“At C,~= 0. 365, only one frame rate was employed.
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0. 06 inches, approximately. At the short frame rate, the error in
determining the vertical distance traveled was about 20 percent on
the average.

A run (denoted by superscript R ) is defined as the sequence
of successive vertical positions, ZiR, (i=1,..., MR ), of a tagged
bead at either a short or a long frame rate. Vertical positions were
measured relative to the horizontal mirror marks, fixed at a height
of 4 feet above the inlet to the fluidizing column. A run terminated
when the tagged bead either left the test section or moved to a loca-
tion in the column where it seemed to vanish from both the front and
mirror views. The lens effect of the cylindrical column causes total
reflection of objects at certain locations in the column; these blind
spots are discussed in Appendix B-2 as a detail of polar position re-
duction. On the average, a run contained approximately 100 succes-
sive positions at the long frame rate or 150 positions at the short
frame rate. A given experiment consisted of a number of runs. For
instance, the experiment C, = 0.120 was a composite of four runs
at five frame intervals to yield a total of approximately 650 vertical
positions and also six runs at ten frame intervals to yield 600 posi-
tions, approximately. In addition, approximately 350 positions at ten
frame intervals could be derived from the four runs at five frame
intervals. Appendix B-3 explains the coding process used to locate a
run on the original film; the run number, the frame rate, and the
number of positions recorded are tabulated for each run of a given ex-
periment. A computer plot of the vertical positions occupied by the

tagged bead of run number 172, as a function of time, is presented in
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BEAD ENTERED BLIND SPOT

COLUMN L.D.
4,00 IN.

RUN NO. (72

Figure 6b, Track of Polar Positions.
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Figure 6a; corresponding polar positions are presented in Figure 6b.
For each run, sequences of successive step lengths, KiR(k),
were computed at varying time intervals, Ty * The time index, k,
ranges from one to generally not more than ten in the application of
the sequences to further calculations. The time interval in seconds
for all steps in a given sequence is

= (T or T,)k) ,

Tk 1
depending upon whether the positions of the particular run were re-
corded at the short or the long basic frame rate. The sequences are
defined by use of the formula

R, ., R R
MoK = 2 P

i = l,...,NR(k)

R
N (k) = iM_k_“_l_.)_

a2,
w

Four computer routines were developed to manipulate data and
perform calculations throughout this work. CORPO was developed to
convert raw data to real positions; FILMZ was used primarily to ob-
tain diffusion coefficients; CORLN, primarily to compute time-wise

correlations of vertical step data; and RADCO, primarily to investi-

gate radial correlations.

B. Diffusion Coefficients

In a given experiment, a diffusion coefficient was derived
from the analysis of distributions of step lengths grouped at various

time intervals. A group with time index, k, was composed of step

“If this term if fractional, it is rounded down to the nearest integer.



~34 .
lengths, )\i(k): k=1,...,N(k), from the pooling of all runs at a
given basic frame rate, T1 or T2 . In this way, two sets of groups
were constructed, one from the runs at the short frame rate, the
other from the runs at the long frame rate. In addition, runs at the
short frame rate were utilized to increase the size of a group at the
long frame rate. ¥ For example, at CO = 0. 120, groups ranging in
size from 635 elements with T T 0.208 seconds to 125 elements with
Tg = 1. 04 seconds were formed from the runs at the short frame rate
of 0.208 seconds. Runs at the short frame rate were combined with
those at the long frame rate of 0.417 seconds to form groups ranging
in size from 952 elements with T, = 0.417 seconds to 113 elements
at Tg = 3.33 seconds. For statistical precision in the calculations
which follow, a group size of approximately 100 elements was the
smallest considered.

In the analysis of a given group, step lengths were sorted into
an array of increasing order, and a histogram was constructed. The
shape of a histogram suggested that the step lengths in a given group
are distributed normally. Further, in a given experirﬁent, analysis
of histograms constructed from step lengths grouped at various time
intervals suggested that the width of a distribution increases with
time. Figures 7a, 7b, and 7c present histograms at CO = 0.120 for

three increasing time intervals, 0.417 seconds, 1.25 seconds, and

2.08 seconds, from runs at the long frame rate of 0.417 seconds.

"The long frame rate was twice as large as the short frame rate for
the experiments at C = 0.120 and C = 0.203. At C, = 0.286, runs
at the short frame rate were not utilized to increase the size of a
group at the long frame rate; the basic frame rates employed did not
combine evenly.
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For each group, the mean square step length, Xz(k) was

computed by use of the formula

N(k)
1 ) 2

where

N(k)
e 1

In Appendix C, mean square step lengths, time intervals, and group
sizes are tabulated for each experiment. Mean step lengths, m s
assumed very small values due to statistical fluctuations resulting
from the use of a finite group size, N(k); because they were so near
to the ideal of zero, it was concluded that tagged beads had no appre-
ciable drift. Figure 8 presents plots of mean square step length as a
function of time for each experiment. A straight line fitted the data
in a given experiment fairly well. KEach curve tends to intersect the
time axis at a small positive value, suggesting the mean square step
is negative at zero time in contradiction to its definition; this small
time effect is discussed in the next section dealing with time-wise
correlations of vertical step data. There is some evidence of small
deviation from straight lines in a somewhat wave-like shape, and
this is also discussed in the next section. Otherwise, the scatter is
consistent statistically.

A mean square step length, m, was formed from a group
of size N(k) and is itself a random variable. The chi-square distri-
bution was utilized to place confidence limits on the mean square step

lengths. Details are discussed in Appendix D, which includes a table
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of confidence limits at the 90 percent level, for each of the mean
square step lengths in the experiment Co = 0.203. Considering runs
at the short frame rate in a given experiment, the mean square step
length at the shortest time interval was formed from a group of 600
steps, apiiroximately; confidence limits at the 90 percent level on
this mean square step length are *9 percent. (Considering runs at
the long frame rate, the mean square step length at the shortest time
interval was formed from a group of 1000 steps, approximately;
confidence limits at the 90 percent level on this mean square step
length are 6.5 percent. ) As the time interval increases, the size
of a group decreases in direct proportion, and the confidence limits
widen. Thus, confidence limits at the 90 percent level on the mean
square step, formed from a group of approximately 100 steps at the
longest time interval in a given experiment, are + 26 percent and

- 20 percent, regardless of the frame rate.

Considering diffusion processes in general, a familiar result
is that the mean square displacement of a particle in one dimension
is directly proportional to the time, the constant of proportionality
being twice the diffusion coefficient. Einsteinlg, for instance, found
this result in describing the irregular or Brownian movement of
particles suspended in a liquid. It is also a result of applying proba-
bility theory to a random walk problem, which in the limit, passes
into a diffusion: see, for instance, Fellerzo. In comparing this
result to the experimental findings presented in Figure 8, it is con-
cluded that the movement of beads in the bed is essentially a diffu-

sion process. For time intervals sufficiently large, the slight shift
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of a straight line from the origin in Figure 8 can be neglected; then,
the mean square step lengths of a bead proceeds in direct propor-

tion to the time, namely,

bd

F:ZD‘T,
z

where Dz is the coefficient of diffusion in the vertical direction of
particles in a liquid fluidized bed. Diffusion coefficients were de-
duced from the curves of Figure 8; Table 2 lists Co’ Uo’ and DZ in

each experiment.

C. Time-wise Correlations

Visual observations of solid particles in liquid fluidized beds
suggest that they may behave similarly to particles of fluid in a
turbulent flow field. This possibility was investigated by using the

step length sequences to construct a correlation coefficient, Kj(k)’

defined by
N(k)-j
2 DR -t 1R . -7
1 R i=1l ' 1]
K, (k) = =%

for runs at either the short or long basic frame rate. This is a
measure of the statistical dependency of a step, )\}.?\ .(k) , on that

1+]
which originated at a time, j'rk, earlier. It is normalized by A" (k)

and

Although it is desirable to employ steps of very short dura-

tion in this analysis, there is a lower limit on the duration of a step

" The notation using time index k was dropped in this formula as the
formula represents continuous movement.
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c U D
(o] O 2 Z

(ft. /sec. ) (ft. /sec.)

0.120 0. 347 3.3 X 10"3

0.203 0.258 2.7 %1073

0.286 0. 190 2.3 X 1077

0.365 0. 136 1.6 X 1072

TABLE 2. Diffusion Coefficients in Each Experiment.

that permits the length of a step to be measured accurately. The
variance in a measurement, K?(k), is estimated to be about 0. 06
inches (see Appendix B-1); thus, the smallest step duration without
excessive error was that in the short frame rate of a given experi-
ment.

In each experiment, Kj(l) was computed from runs at the
short frame rate, and the results are plotted as a function of j in
Figure 9. Two trends are evident in the plot for a given experiment.
K1 assumes a significant value, for instance, 0.48 in the experi-
ment at Co = 0.120; as j is increased, Kj decays to zero rapidly.
Then it assumes a wave-like pattern of small varying amplitude with
an irregular, though somewhat uniform, period. The significant
correlation of two steps (for small values of j) originating at a time

of jT, apart, indicates that a bead is within an eddy for a short time,

1
a behavior expected of fluid particles in a turbulent flow field.

Taylorzo assumes a specific model for the diffusion in one

space dimension, z , of a fluid particle in a turbulent field; included
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is the assumption that the direction of a step of infinitesimal length
is correlated to that at a time, 7 later, by a correlation coefficient,

IZ(T) defined by the formula

Rir) = e_T/T’P

Taylor derives a relationship of the mean square step length, XZ(T) )

as a function of step time, T, defined by

A (1) = ZDZ(T-'r"<+'r*e"ﬁr/T )

Assuming the results of Taylor's analysis can be applied fo
the fluidized beads, it explains the behavior, mentioned previously,
of the mean square step data at small time, Figure 8. The point at
which a line intersects the time axis is, in fact, ’T*; the line for
each experiment intersects this axis at 0. 15 seconds, approximately.
The correlation coefficient of Taylor's model can also be compared
to the experimental findings. Using a regression techniquezz,
curves ﬁ(fr) were fitted to the data, Kj , in each experiment (shown

in Figure 9), and the following values of 'r* were found:

3

Co T (sec. )
. 120 .23
. 203 .27
. 286 .17
. 365 .28

wls

The differences in the results of calculating the parameter " in
these two ways suggest that Taylor's model may not apply to the mo-
tion of the immersed beads. However, owing tothe scatter from one

experiment to another in the results of the latter calculation and the
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dubious accuracy at which the intercept was measured in the former
calculation, a definite conclusion concerning the suitability of applying
Taylor's model to the particles in a fluidized bed cannot be drawn.

The oscillatory nature of the correlation coefficient probably
can be attributed to the presence of weak waves in the bed. The oc-
currence of weak waves seems to be an intrinsic feature of fluidized
beds. They were observed in the shallow, water - glass bead, fluid-
ized bed to be discussed in Part 2 and appeared as narrow strata
propagating upwards at a somewhat regular rate in a bed of other-
wise uniform concentration. There is an obvious difficulty in ob-
serving weak waves in the present transparent system. However,
early in the experimental pi'ogram, before the ATB was titrated into
the UCON fluid, their presence was observed: waves were also ob-
served in the process of purging the system with acetone. Although
waves using acetone were observed in a Reynolds' number range dif-
ferent than that at which the diffusion experiments were run (viscosity
of acetone is one hundred times smaller and density 40 percent less
than that of the working fluid), waves using UCON fluid were observed
in a similar Reynolds' number range.

The periodic behavior of the correlation coefficient data im-
plies that a given step is made up of two parts, a random part and a
small oscillatory part. This explains, qualitatively, the wave-like
variation in the mean square step data presented as a function of time
in Figure 8 for a given experiment. Since the periods of oscillation
in each correlation coefficient were so irregular, the correction to

the raw position data, which would remove the waves for the purpose
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of diffusion analysis, was too complex and was not warranted.

D. Radial Effects

The vertical diffusion coefficients, DZ , were determined as-
suming they were uniform on the cross section of the fluidizing col-
umn. Though a dependency was not expected, polar positions were
reduced for each vertical position from the data of one experiment,
Co = 0. 120, to investigate the possibility of a correlation between
vertical diffusion and radial position.

For each time interval, T ? vertical step lengths, )\i(k),
were plotted as a function of the radial position, R, at the start of
each step. If the tagged bead was located in a blind spot in either
the front or mirror views, plotting was suppressed, for the exact
radial position could not be reduced from the data. Figures 10a,
10b, and 10c are the plotted distributions of vertical step length as
a function of radial position at CO = 0. 120 for three increasing time
intervals, 0.417 seconds, 1.25 seconds, and 2.08 seconds, from
runs at the long frame rate of 0.417 seconds. It is apparent that
vertical diffusion is not correlated with radial position, for the width
of a given distribution is uniform, radially. Note that the distribu-
tions in Figures 10a, 10b, and 10c were derived from those groups of
vertical steps used in the construction of the histograms in Figures
7a, 7b, and 7c; both the histograms and the radial plots present the
same resﬁlts, since vertical diffusion is not dependent on radial po-
sition.

The polar position data were also utilized to obtain a distribu-

tion of starting positions on the cross section for vertical steps at the



‘UoI3IsOdg [RIpeY jo uoroung se ypSusT dojg [ed13aIs9 A ‘eQl 9In3Ig
SIHONI ~ IDONVLSIA IVIAvY |

=48> ., s, o TOYM_ o

Lt L L L L2200 7 S L L L L

2 Gl y Q'l S0 0
' 1 ¥
i x X x s
X X X X
x X X X X X .
B X X x X 9 xX X X xx Jo1-
xx X % XX x x X X X s X
% X XX X XvaM% an % X X 9 X X % x
%5 X e X ) «wwnx XX X7 e X X xx .
_ % &oﬁ& = T X R % xvmmoA x ] : XX Tl o x dco-
%%M 0% Xvonx XXV%A vﬂwwx x ¢ ¥ xEx X %7y X
R O o v S g B 75
&mﬂmﬂmx& % X HOK X i XK 5 % x X X 0
X XX X iwﬁmm & R o e AKX >t
vwnxxwmm«oﬂ W%wvﬁm %WMMWV% VWVMQXW xwm N VM%WM m%mx XX xx
S S U T S N UK wix Bx T
L vaXv%WAvWA X W % X % m& v%ax M XX X XvVnn X voWA JAMO
X K N x X X X X X >
X X% X x % X % .
Wwvmxxm R %xwwx mxxx X V,%Av%x < x l~
% X .
i ool X T y X ooxx o x x dot =
XXX X% % X m
x D3S LIVO =°L Y
- x x D3s Lo =1 e
0210 = °D



‘(PonuIjuod) uorIsod [erpey Jo uordung se yjduoaT dojg Tednnaop  °qol oanSig
SIHDONI ~ 3DNVLSIAd vVIavyd
o) X Sl 0l S0 0
M ] T m,
> X
~
~ X X
N x X % dz-
N X
X X
\ X
X X X
N X > X
N % X ” X x X
X X
N\ X o0 x X X x X X x ~41-
: XXX X X X X
A XXX T Ty y X X
S\ X % Xy 2% X xx o X x X % 9
X X X X X
N X X X X xxx X XX XX x X b x x XX
W<x < xxxm o xywmxx VAVA(xxxx xxx . 1o
X
N va P4 X %A Xx %W vfn m X X X %
N X m X X % % WM X v%n
X X
N 5 v%wm X % o wM % X v% X % XX
X Xy X X X 1>
N X % XX XXX X X x —-
N X X X X va % VM X X )
N x X % X X XX X
x —
N X % X % Z
N * Xx > 42 @)
\ X X x O3S LIP'0="°L =
\ 'D3s G2l =1 n
u X 0210 = °D
} } - )




*(PoNUI3UOD) UOTITSOJ Terpey jo uonoung e se yduaT dojg [ed013a9A °OQ[ 2aIndig
S3IHONI ~ 3ONVLSIg "vidvd

0o¢ n.w.._ O.._ m”O 0
S _ | 8 |
>
M x Je-~
N
%< X
N X ¢ y
\ x X % —HZ -
N %
N % < b4 X
N X X x X xx
L X 5 X % . % 4=
(o]
0N x X Xy XX X o X x X . X
R X x
N X x X % X% x X L «  x X o
N X X X X X g ¢ o o
&X g VN,AA % XX % X % x
N X)Xy bed X x
X XXVA X VNA % V%n x X X - ~
N~ X X P X X % b 4 Xx
X e X
N X X
%
N < % WM X >
X X x % 3 XX % =
N- X X % 12 )
N X
% X . —
) | 'D3S LIV'O = EL <
x « X 0
T 'D3s 802 =L e I
N X % . _ o _.ﬁw
b “ } “




-51-

same time, T The cross section was divided into grids of equal

K
area and the fraction of steps with starting positions in a given grid
was computed; Figure 11 presents this density of polar sampling for
the time interval 0. 417 seconds from runs at the long frame rate.

Each quadrant is divided into annuli, each with an area one twenty-
eighth that of the cross-sectional area of the column, except for the
outer annuli in quadrants I, II, and III, which have areas three times
as large to include blind spot regions. As presented in the figure for
the time interval 0.417 seconds, indicative of all time intervals, the
sampling density was greatest in quadrants III and IV, the front of the
column relative to the camera. This phenomenon can be explained by
the bias in the selection of runs in a given experiment, originally; al-
though an attempt was made to obtain a uniform sample, there was a
tendency to favor runs with starting positions close to the front of the
column because of their greater resolution on film. The sarhpling den-

sity was nearly constant radially, however, as shown by the totals in

each concentric ring.
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Co = 0.120

T, =0.417 SEC,
N =952

T> = 0.417 SEC.

ANNULUS AREA, A =000312 FT.2 PER QUADRANT,
EXCEPT AS NOTED

Figure 11. Polar Sampling Density of Vertical Steps.
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1IV. COMPARISON WITH OTHER EXPERIMENTS

Three other investigators have measured particle diffusion co-
efficients in liquid beds. Handley, et al. 7 employed a technique simi-
lar to that of the current experiment; matching the refractive index of
crushed soda glass particles with methyl benzoate, particle diffusion
coefficients were determined by the application of Brownian motion
analysis to film data on colored particles. However, in contrast to
the current experiment, Handley, et al. utilized a short bed with a
length-to-diameter ratio of 3.3 to 1, raising suspicion that the effects
of particle recirculation may have influenced his measurements. In
fact, it is quite possible that Handley, et al. did not measure random
particle motion as much as particle motion in the steady patterns of
recirculation. Rowe, et al. 8 fluidized copper shot with water and de-
termined particle diffusion coefficients by following a diffusing front of
nickel particles (copper and nickel have nearly the same density). At
the start of an experiment, a narrow strip of nickel particles was
placed on the bottom of the settled bed. The bed was then fluidized and
scanned with a coil, the inductance of which was recorded continuously.
Diffusion coefficients were desiiced from the time required for the
nickel particles to distribute themselves uniformly. The major draw-
back of this technique is that the effect of transients is included in the
measurements while the bed comes to an equilibrium height; there is
usually much mixing by means other than diffusion during this time.

Carlos and Richardsor.t6 matched the refractive index of glass
beads with dimethyl phthalate and determined particle diffusion coeffi-

cients by following a diffusing front of opaque beads on film. Initially,
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100 opaque beads were placed at the bottom of the bed, and the fluid
velocity was adjusted to a value slightly less than that required for
fluidization; then the flow rate was sharply increased to the desired
value. The weaknesses in the techniques of both Handley, et al. and
Rowe, et al. were combined by Carlos and Richardson: a short bed
with a length-to-diameter ratio of 2.5 to 1 was utilized, and transient
effects were included in the measurements.

Dimensions and physical properties relating to the fluidizing
column, the fluid, and the particles employed in each of these three
experiments, as well as in the current experiment, are summarized
in Tables 3a and 3b. Plots of particle diffusion coefficients as a func-
tion of Reynolds number, Ro» based on superficial fluid velocity and
column diameter, are shown in Figure 12; Figure 13 presents plots of
particle diffusion coefficients as a function of particle voidage. In
their article, Carlos and Richardson present diffusion coefficient data
as a function of superficial velocity and voidage; Rowe, et al., how-
ever, present them only as a function of superficial velocity; and
Handley, et al. present them only as a function of voidage. The super-
ficial velocity function of Richardson and Zakilo was estimated for the
experiment of Handley, et al. in order to convert voidages to superfi-
cial velocities in preparing Figure 12, and for the experiment of
Rowe, et al. in order to convert superficial velocities to voidages in
preparing Figure 13. Since it is such a useful average property of a
liquid fluidized bed, Richardson and Zaki's superficial velocity func-
tions are included in Table 3b for each experiment.

In comparing the particle diffusion coefficient data of all four
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Figure 12, Particle Diffusion Coefficients as a Function of
Superficial Reynolds Number Based on Column
Diameter.
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experiments, the writer was unable to untangle the appropriate length
and time scales required to correlate the data. At least part of the
difficulty in doing so rests on the doubt concerning the validity of dif-
fusion coefficients quoted by three of the investigators. Clearly, more
experiments are needed, preferably with particles of different sizes in
the same apparatus.

A noteworthy observation was made in comparing the diffusion
coefficients of the beads determined in the current experiment with the
estimated eddy viscosity of the fluid in the absence of the particles.
The eddy viscosity of the fluid was evaluated in the limit,as the particle
concentration tends to zero or approximately at the free fall velocity,
Ut’ of a single particle in a quiescent fluid. (Ut = 0.56 ft. /sec., as
discussed in Chapter I. ) At this condition, the Reynolds number of the
fluid is approximately 1000, based on the diameter of the fluidizing
column, Although a laminar flow is predicted at a Reynolds number,
R, 0of 1000, the flow is probably somewhat turbulent due to the pres-
ence of even a few particles. To obtain a crude estimate of the eddy
viscosity, suppose that it is evaluated for the turbulent flow of a fluid
in a pipe. Turbulence in pipe flow and the turbulence of the fluid in
the bed as the particle concentration tends to zero aré not of the same
mechanism, but the supposition is made merely to obtain a rough es-
timate of the fluid eddy viscosity in the bed. For the turbulent flow of

a fluid in a pipe, the eddy viscosity, €., taken at its maximum value on

f’
the cross section of the pipe, can be evaluated with use of a semi-

2
empirical correlation of Schlichting 3,

. = .04U' D

2
£ ft. /sec. ,

bed
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J,

where Dbed is the diameter of the fluidizing column, and U" is the

turbulent friction velocity. In terms of the friction factor, f, the

friction velocity is given by

u [T
v -—2/7 E

where U is the average fluid velocity in the pipe. The Blasius formu-

1a24 for the friction factor, namely,

0.316

R.25

is valid at Reynolds numbers (based on pipe diameter) less than 105.
In estimating the eddy viscosity in the bed, further suppose that the
friction factor is calculated at a Reynolds number of 2000, the mini-
mum Reynolds number at which turbulence forms in a pipe; the fluid
velocity was taken at U,. A value, €= - 00058 ft.z/sec. was found.
At the smallest average bead concentration at which an experiment
was made (CO = 0.120), a diffusion coefficient of the bea,cis, Dz =
0. 0033 ft.z/sec. , was measured. At CO = 0.120,

Dz/ef = 5.7
Even if the eddy viscosity of the fluid in the bed is evaluated in this
rough way, the addition of only 12 percent by volume of beads in-
creases the level of instabilities significantly. Instabilities in a
fluidized bed are not due to those of the fluid alone, uninfluenced by
the presence of the particles. Rather, the combined action of the
particles and the fluid create instabilities by a mechanism as yet not

fully understood.
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PART 2

CIRCULATION PATTERNS AND WEAK WAVES

IN LIQUID FLUIDIZED BEDS
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In the early stages of this investigation, several fluidized beds
of relatively low ratio of height to diameter were run and observed.
Eventually, it became clear that it was difﬁcul.t, if not impossible, to
avoid large steady or quasi-steady circulation patterns which would
obscure diffusion proper, so the apparatus described in Part 1 was
developed. Nevertheless, the circulating patterns in the shallower
beds are of interest in themselves. The patterns that formed both in
a cylindrical bed, with a length-to-diameter ratio of 5 to 1, of glass
beads fluidized by water and in conical beds are described below.

In addition to the circulation patterns, weak waves also formed
in this cylindrical bed. Narrow strata, basically one dimensional, of
varying i)article concentration were observed propagating upwards at
a somewhat regular rate in the bed of otherwise uniform concentra-
tion. The propagating speed was measured and is compared to that

estimated using the theory of kinematical waves.
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V. EXPERIMENTAL METHOD

The basic elements of the experimental apparatus are illus-
trated schematically in Figures 14 - 16. The flow circuit is shown in
Figure 14; the photograph of Figure 15 depicts the cylindrical bed.

The column, a lucite tube 15 inches in length and 3. 09 inches inside
diameter, is loaded with Kimax glass spheres 0.20 inches in diameter,
having an average specific gravity of 2.21. Water at approximately
constant head is supplied to the column from a tank situated on the
roof of the building. The tank is about 35 feet above the inlet to the
column. Before entering the column, the flow passes through a dis-
tributor designed to provide a uniform fluid velocity. In the distribu-
tor, the flow is diffused by a tapered section and then acted upon by a
miniature fluidized bed of 0. 040 in. glass spheres contained between
two fine mesh brass screens. As was discussed in the first part of
this thesis, it is the action of the miniature bed that produces a uni-
form fluid velocity at the inlet.

In a typical experiment, a known weight of beads (0. 854 pounds
for most runs) was expanded to a constant height. Water flow r