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ABSTRACT

A combination high chair, youth chair and low chair has
been designed and developed for a mass market.

A market survey was conducted to determine the controll-
ing market factors for design considerations. It indicated that the
children’s furniture business is highly competitive with many
firms manufacturing high grade products. Competitive products
were studied to evaluate their design features. Parents’ desires
were brought out by a consumer survey. A physiological study
established the relationships of the seat, backrest and footrest.

The final design has been directed toward the large poten-
tial market desiring a multipurpose seat for children. It has
three distinct uses, (1) high chair, (2) youth chair, (3) low chair.
It consists of an aluminum tubing frame, a large plastic tray for
food serving and play area, and a plastic fabric seat that is easy
to clean and comfortable to sit in.

The color scheme of gray and yellow or red is very appeal-

ing. It is a chair that mothers will find hard to resist.
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Fig. 2 Early High Chair (Grandfather's Day)



INTRODUCTION

Children’s high chairs today are very similar to the high
chairs of generations ago. There have been many patents issued
to cover tray catches and other minor differences in chairs, but
essentially they are the same as in grandfather’s day. The mere
fact that the general design has lasted for so many years is some
evidence that difficulty is encountered trying to improve it.

There is one variation that uses a low table with a seat
suspended from the center. This is relatively new, but has not
been universally accepted as the ultimate in design and utility.

The defects of present day designs fall into the following
categories: (1) instability, (2) too heavy, (3) not easily carried
about, (4) cannot be converted to a youth chair or low seat, (5) not
easily cleaned.

This thesis is an investigation into these problems to find

an acceptable design to meet the requirements.



MARKET SURVEY

Approach

‘‘Markets are people with money to spend and the desire to
spend ito”(l)* To place a product in the market place where peo-
ple will see it and buy it requires many preliminary investigations -
the first of which is market analysis. Even before a product is de-
signed it is necessary to discover not only where the buyers are,
but how much money they have to spend, what kind of people they
are, and other miscellaneous data about ages, sexes, living condi-
tions and cultural habits. There are many questions to be answered
about the consumer. What is his standard of living? What are his
habits and desires? What effect has climate? When these things
have been analyzed a product can be more intelligently designed

and engineered in size, shape, style, material, color, and weight

to appeal to the greatest number of people living in the market area.

Purchasing Power

The present United States Market consists of 144 million
people with an annual income of $200 billiono(z) It is the richest
market the world has ever seen. During the war and since, people

have spent freely for a limited supply of goods, but now the picture

*Numbers in parentheses indicate listing in Reference Section,
page 51.



MARKET SURVEY

is changing., The seller’'s market is a thing of the past. People
expect and require more selling today than they did yesterday.
They are sensitive to price again and the product must be priced

right.

Population - Migration and Increase

The depression of the 1930’s and World War II caused a
great migration all over the United States, but the South Central
States lost the greatest proportion. The influx to the West Coast
increased its purchasing power by one-third. For the country as
a whole, the population has increased 13,359,000 since 1939.(3)
This increase represents a sizable bulge in the population rise,
but even more significant is the greater increase in number of
families. Families have increased faster than the population.(4)(5)
This is the result of the wartime marriage boom.

The women included in the wartime migration were young.
They came froin rural areas to urban. Consequently farm areas

6)

lost population and cities gained.( These women exert 98 per-
cent(7) of the buying influence for children’s specialties and also
control the areas of expenditure for the rest of the family income.(S)

For this reason it is necessary to investigate women’s desires for

the design of children’s furniture.



MARKET SURVEY

Birth Rate

The birth rate of the United States has increased rapidly in
the last several years.(9) The average monthly birth rate now is

about twice the average for 1939.(10)

The latest estimates point
out that the 1947 baby crop is the largest in United States history -
probably as high as 3,910,000 births.(11) In April of 1947 there
were more children under five years old in our population than in
1940. This gives the children’s specialties manufacturers a fer-
tile field now and for several years to come. Estimates indicate

this situation might lead to another boom about 1970.(12)(13)

Marriages and Families

The great increase in the marriage rate during and follow-
ing the war supports the figures of a higher birth rate in the years
ahead. Recent surveys have shown that there are proportionately
more married people in the population than ever before. The high-
er birth rate has been called temporary, but it is too early to tell
whether it will continue,(14) The present annual rate of marriages
is about 2,000,000. This is nearly 50 percent greater than the aver-
age of the late ‘30’s, but it is not expected to continuea(ls) By 1950
it is estimated that the number of new families will be more than
one~-third of the total number of all families.(16) ~When this propor-

tion of consumers is new to the market it presents a golden sales

opportunity.
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Decentralization and Distribution

The wartime trend to urban living is diminishing. Except
for the wartime period, the last 30 years have seen a decentraliza-
tion of population. As more and more people get out of the city
there will be more and more department stores needed in new com-
munities. This is going to add a new importance to shipping space
and Weight.(17) Furniture is distributed nationally from manufac-
turer to representative to retailer. Any saving in weight or size
in the product means savings in freight charges and storage space

for everyone connected with its distribution.

Conclusions

1. Price the product to sell.

2. Women exert 98 percent of the buying influence on chil-
dren’s specialties.

3. The birth rate is at an all-time high giving the largest
market in history.

4. One-third of the number of families are in the market
for the first time.

5. The trend is toward suburban living which puts emphasis

on shipping weight and storage space.



PRODUCT STUDY

A number of the most popular high chairs were studied to
ascertain their design features, functions, and appearance. Appen-
dix A lists a representative cross section of these products and
their outstanding points. They are priced from a low of about $10
to a high of about $40. The higher priced chairs feature uphol-
stered seats, plastic trays, convertibility to table and chair, and
accessories which range from desirable to useless.

Many manufacturers have provided upholstered seats to
give a more sumptuous appearance and a softer seat for the child.
In doing this the chair has been made more difficult to clean.
Spilled food gets into crevices and corners and is impossible to
remove. The plastic tray has been introduced because of its shin-
ing appearance and smooth surface that is easy to clean with no
cracks or pores for food to collect in. Convertibility to table and
chair has been included in the design of some high chairs to give
an added feature - a selling point. Consumer opinion varies as to
the desirability of this feature. The bottoms of the chair legs do
not offer a very clean surface for a child to chew on when they are
turned up after having been on the floor. Some mothers also feel
that it is more bother than it is worth to convert to the table and
chair combination, then back to the chair again when the child is

to be fed.
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Another complaint registered against high chairs is lack of
adequate adjustment of the footrest to the growing child. Most foot-
rests are adjustable in an arc with the center of rotation just below
the seat. With this type of footrest the small child has support for
the backs of his legs and heels only. His feet are not braced on the
rest. A better footrest adjusts the distance below the seat edge.

Still another shortcoming of some chairs is the overhead
tray. This is the type that swings up over the child’s head while
he is in the chair. The difficulty is that the child’s head is in the
path of the tray. The sliding tray is more functional and is liked
better by most mothers.

Most of the present day high chairs have a slanting back-
rest, but no slope to the seat. The more comfortable adult dining
chairs have a slight slope to both. This supports the body in a
natural position and gives greater comfort. A sloping seat and
backrest is not only more comfortable for the child but also tends
to keep his back in contact with the backrest and keeps him in the

chair.

Conclusions

1. Stability is paramount.
2. Make it easy to clean,
3. Comfort should be built in by giving the seat and backrest

a slight slope.



PRODUCT STUDY

4. The footrest should be capable of being adjusted in such
a way that it decreases the distance between the seat edge and foot-
rest when it is in position for the small child.

5. The tray should be the sliding type. It should operate
easily and be capable of being removed and taken to the sink for
washing.

6. The quality of materials and workmanship should be
(18)

good. The price should be commensurate with the quality.



Fig. 3

PRESENT DAY HIGH CHAIRS
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CONSUMER SURVEY

Another prerequisite for designing a high chair is to go to
the consumer to find out some of his desires in such a product. He
is the buyer and the user - his thoughts should be analyzed to arrive
at a design that includes as many of his needs as possible. Itis al-
ways necessary for the designer to evaluate the consumer’s wishes
to eliminate any impossible features that are the result of unin-
formed reasoning. Therefore, this survey of potential consumers
is to determine their desires on possible features of a high chair.
Do they dislike any features of high chairs they have used in the
past? Do they think that a feeding chair should be convertible to
other useful seats for a child? What about tray size? Is the aver-
age tray large enough to suit most mothers? Then there is the
question of seat height. How many mothers like low seats, how
many like high seats? Finally it would be wise to get some idea of
their thoughts on materials, color, and price. These items give the
chance for a wide selection and divergence, but give a clue to the
trend in thinking.

The preferred approach for the answers to these questions
is by consumer questionnaire. Questions were carefully worked out
to get answers from the consumers on their views of the problem.
The questionnaire was distributed to 44 people with one ér more
children in or near the high chair age. A special effort was made

to distribute them among different income groups as well as
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CONSUMER SURVEY

different occupations and interests. They were sent to friends
and acquaintances in the following States: Maine, Massachusetts,
New York, New Jersey, Michigan, Virginia, Texas, and California.
It is realized that the number of questionnaires is limited, but it
is believed that the results are useful in showing trends and feel-
ings of the average consumer,

The answers to the questionnaire give results that range
from high correlation to scattered, but all answers help in deter-
mining the trend of the consumer’s thinking. These are the ques-
tions and results:

1. (a) Have you used a high chair for feeding your child?

Vo8 « « v » o 4 5 = = e e e .. . 83%
NO & v v v oo o o o o e e e e e 17%
100%

(b) If not, what have you used?

Babee-tenda . . .« . « o o « o . . . 13%

Car seat . . .« v v v o v v s o o o & 2%
Low chair on wheels . . . . . . . . 2%

17%

2. Have you used a car seat for your child?
Yes . . . . . . . . 88%

WMo 2 5 3 5 ¥ % % % 6 & & BE E B 5 & 12%
100%

3. (a) Would you like to be able to convert a child’s eat-
chair to a youth chair?

Yes . . . . . . . B A 4 )
NG o v v« » 5 0 & = » S L

Noopinion. . « v v v ¢ o « o « o + 12%
‘ 100%
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CONSUMER SURVEY

It is significant that more than half the people who used a
Babee-tenda reported that they would like to be able to convert to
a youth chair. This is an important point since they are unable to
do this with their present equipment.

3. (b) Would you like to be able to use the seat for a
car seat?

YES o« v v v o o s v 6 v o e e e e e 53%
NO . o o ¢ oo oo 5 4 B FE % B 38%
Noopindom. « « « » « « s« s« » s & » 3 9%

100%

4 Have you taken your child to a restaurant?

YeES . v vt ot e e e e e e e e e e e 85%
No , ¢ &5 5 5 s & = v B 5 % % % @ % 15%
Noopinion. . . « o v & ¢ o o o o o« » 0%

100%

5. (a) Do you take your child’'s feeding chair with you
to feed your child away from home?

YeS &t v v v e e e e e e e e e e e e 12%
No .. ... . ... s e e e e e . . 85%
Noopinion. . « o &« v ¢ o o « ¢ o o 3%

100%

(b) If not, would you take a lightweight folding eat-
ing chair?

Yes . . . . . .. e e e e e e e . T4%
No . ..... . % m omwwm § PR E e 14%
Hoopinien, o s + « ¢« s = 5 = 3 5 ¢ = 12%
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CONSUMER SURVEY

6. Should the tray of a child’s eating chair be large
enough for a play area?

Yes o v o v o 0 0 0 o . e e e e o . 46%
NO & v e v o v o v o o o e v .. 52%
Undecided . . . . . . . . . e a8 a2 2%

100%

T What is your opinion of the size of high chair trays?

Toolarge . « o « o v « o o « & .. 0%
Too small. . . . . . . o e o o o . 59%
Justright . . o « 5 « s + « » o v o 39%
No opinion. . . . . oo e o o e e 2%

100%

8. Do you like the high chair tray high enough to go
over the dining table?

Yes . v o o o v o e e e 6 e e e 58%
No ..... B omom oA 5 s § e 40%
Undecided . . . « o« « ¢« « v ¢ « o & 2%

100%

9. Do you prefer to feed your child in his high chair at
the same time as the family meal?

Yes . . . . . . . e e e e e e . 32%
Wo . ¢ s 55 58 % 2 % 8 35 % % 5 & @ 61%
Undecided. . . « + vo0 ¢ 0 v« o o o 1%

100%

10. Do you like to sit down to feed your child?

Yes . v v o 6 v o v 0 o e s e e e . 96%
WO & « & « & 8 5 « &% # 2 5 & & 8 2%
Noopinion., . . « o « o « « o o o« & 2%
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CONSUMER SURVEY

413 o
your child?

Kitchen . . . . .
Nursery .
Dining room. , . . . .
Other

ooooooo

12,

o o o e

What room do you consider best in which to feed

. 87%
2%
9%
2%

100%

ooooo

oooooo

Do you think that a child’s eating chair with a seat

about the same height as a dinette chair is -

Too high. . . . . . . . .

Too low
About right . .
No opinion.

oooooo

13,

Green .
Baby blue
Red . .
Gray. . . &
Baby pink .
Medium blue
Yellow.
White . .

ooooooo

oooooo

-----

Nataral . . . . s ¢ o o o

Other

These resulis are indecisive.

---------

ooooooo

ooooooo

oooooooooo

000000 7%
.o . . 68%

. » 23%
2%

100%

o e o o

-----

What colors do you like for a child’s eating chair?

4%
4%
5%
2%
2%
« 3 » v » 13%

v oo . 8%
19%
.. 34%

. 9%

100%

.....
e o

oooooo

------

There are many colors checked

and probably the range would be greater if there were more colors

listed on the questionnaire.

14.
eating chair.

Wood . . . . ¢
Aluminum tubing .
No opinion .

-----

Check your preference of material for a child’s

. 59%
. 39%
2%

100%

oooooo




L'5:

CONSUMER SURVEY

The choice of material is not decisive. Wood received the
most votes, but this is understandable since wood has been used
universally for years and aliminum has not. However, an encourag-
ing number recognized the possibilities of aluminum tubing which
shows that consumers are receptive to new materials.

15, What do you consider a fair price for a child’s

eating chair that is convertible to a car seat and
restaurant chair?

Under $5 . &« v ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o 3%
$5t0 $9 . . . ¢ v f e i b ke s e s o 1%
$10tc $14 . . . . . . R T - 20%
$15t0 $19 . . « v « o o s 6w s . v . . 34%
$20to $24 . . . . . . 0 e 0 e . . .. 16%
Over $25 . & v o v 6 ¢ 0 o o 5 6 o o s o 11%
No opinion . ., . . . . b b w W E 9%

100%

Suggested prices cover a wide area. The median is in the
$15 to $19 range. Any price within this range can be considered to

be a fair price.

Conclusions

1. The feeding chair should be designed to include the pos-
sibility of using it as a youth chair and as a car seat.

2. A folding, portable chair is desirable.

3. Pleasing, harmonious colors should be used.

4. Use aluminum tubing for the frame.
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PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL REQUIREMENTS

One of the first requirements for a comfortable and scien-
tifically correct chair for seating children is a search into physi-
cal measurements of young children.

The measurements of the average youngster between the
ages of two and three are used because the seat must be large
enough to seat him. Any younger child would have smaller dimen-
sions. The average child at this age has hips about 7 1/4 inches
wide, a chest slightly narrower, and shoulders about 9 3/4 inches
Wide.(lg) The distances from his shoulders to hips is 12 3/4 inches,
hips to knees 6 3/8 inches, and knees to feet 6 3/8 inches.(20)(21)

The proportionate length of the upper extremities does not
alter materially as the child grows older. The legs do not grow

more rapidly until fourteen or fifteen years of age.(zz)

Dr. Milton J. E. Senn says, ‘'‘The construction of the
chair should be such that the child has plenty of room be-
tween the tray and his ribs to give him some freedom of
motion. The footrest should be wide enough to support
the whole foot and adjustable to the right height to permit
the feet to rest firmly on it without the seat cutting in
underneath the knees., It is uncomfortable and exhausting
to sit with feet dangling and may cause even a hungry ba-
by to refuse food in order to escape from this painful po-
sition.’'(23)

A talk with Dr. Harvel B. Clarke, orthopedic specialist of
Pasadena, California, disclosed that a chair with particular empha-~
sis on posture is not necessary for young children. Their bones
are still developing and as long as a seat does not cut the legs and

is the right depth from front to back, it will be satisfactory. He
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PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL REQUIREMENTS

said to make it comfortable but not to worry about posture of chil-
dren of high chair age. Posture is not a problem until the child is
in the sixth year.

From the outset a search was made to evaluate color
schemes in the light of pleasing surroundings for the child. A
communication from Dr. Arnold Gesell of the Clinic of Child De-
velopment, Yale University, sums up the situation very well. He
says, ‘‘Color embellishments will probably have more atmospher-

ic significance for the adult than for the child.”’

Conclusions

1. The chair should be large enough to give freedom of
motion.

2. The footrest should be fully adjustable to allow the
child’s feet to be supported at all times.

3. Emphasis on posture is not necessary.

4., Colors have more significance for the adult than for

the child.
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Approach

The approach to the final design was made by visualizing
an ideal design. Such a design is a chair of greater utility than
present chairs on the market. It is a chair that has more than one
use, and these uses are dictated by the desires of the consumer.
His primary use for this chair is as a high chair. Next in impor-
tance is its convertibility to a youth chair. This is to seat the
three or four year old child at the correct height at the dining tab-
le. Following these uses is the desire to use the chair as a car
seat and as a low seat either for feeding the child or as a play
chair for him to use as his own. In each of these applications it
is paramount that the chair have great stability and sturdiness.
Aside from these features, the consumer, manufacturer and re-
tailer are all interested in having it fold to a smaller dimension.
The consumer’s interest centers in taking it along on visits away
from home. The manufacturer and retailer are interested because
it is packaged in a smaller carton and stored in a smaller space.
Mothers have cautioned, however, that if folding causes the chair
to lose any of its stability or sturdiness, it loses all of its sales

appeal.

Preliminary Considerations

Several methods of folding chairs are shown in Figs. 4, 5,
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

6, 7, and 8. Fig. 4 offers a framework that is very easy to fold to
a flat position. The primary disadvantage, however, is its associa-
tion with a collapsible chair. This is looked on by the consumer as
very undesirable. It does not give a feeling of sturdiness and looks
temporary. Also there is difficulty in using cross-bracing to get
rigidity.

Fig. 5 also folds easily to a flat position, but it also looks
like a collapsible chair. The seat has a large overhang that de-
creases the stability, and the long slanting side members inter -
fere with the space for resting the arms.

Fig. 6 has the same temporary, collapsing appearance.

The weight of the occupant places a large bending moment on the
rear legs. This tends to bend them and becomes worse as the
weight and vigor of the growing child increases.

Fig. 7 is better from a mechanical standpoint, but the seat
overhang borderson the maximum and it looks unstable.

Fig. 8 offers an A-frame construction that is very strong.
This frame differs from the previous designs inasmuch as it folds
from side to side and looks stable. The seat is anchored securely
and has very little overhang. It has the features that are desired.

It is the basis of the final design.
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AN

Fig. 4 Folding Chair No. 1
Fig. 5 Folding Chair No. 2

Fig. 6 Folding Chair No. 3




Fig. 7 Folding Chair No. 4

Fig. 8 Folding Chair No. 5
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

Folding Frame

To fold the chair completely it is necessary to devise some
lateral bracing. One method is the use of removable bracing, but
this is quite undesirable because it means the chair has to be par-
tially disassembled. This method produces a portable chair that
has many pieces that are cumbersome to carry to say nothing of
the bother of assembly and disassembly. These disadvantages de-
feat the advantages of folding.

Fig. 9 shows a solution that uses cross-bracing with the up-
per ends of the braces pin-connected and the bottoms sliding. The
bottom ends are raised into position to set up the chair and are
clamped in place. A model was made to test this bracing. The
cross members introduced a foreign element to the design that de-
tracted from the appearance. Also several operations were re-
quired to fold it. Most important of all is that the chair was not
rigid enough. For these reasons this bracing is abandoned.

Fig. 10 shows an adaptation of stepladder type of bracing.
This coupled with a removable piece of tubing at the top of the back
was designed to operate as a pair to give rigidity. The upper brace
slips out of place, then the lower brace folds upwards. This brace
has the advantage of not being able to be folded when a child is in
the seat. The handle of the brace comes up under the seat and in

its folded position is three or four inches about the seat level. It
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Fig. 9

Cross-Bracing

Fig. 10

h | Stepla.dl.der Bracing

Fig. 11

RAigi'd Seat and Backrest
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DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS

is very simple, but a model proved it to be lacking in rigidity and
the design was abandoned.

Fig. 11 uses a different system. It has no bracing as such.
Here a solid seat and backrest are used as structural members.
They are hinged on one side and held in place with thumb screws on
the other. A model proved that this offers more rigidity than the
others, but more bracing is needed below the seat. However, to
give a good appearance and to give more comfort, the seat and back
would have to be curved or padded. Either method would unduly in-
crease the expense of the unit. This expense plus the need of more
bracing below the seat, rule it out as being too costly and impracti-
cal.

At this point a re-study was made into the advantages of a
folding unit. So much difficulty is encountered in producing a good
rigid structure that folds easily with a minimum of work and expense
that it was necessary to re-examine the merits of a folding unit. All
of the research material presented previously was studied. Also
mothers were questioned again to make a final decision. This study
has disclosed that stability and rigidity are absolutely essential in
a high chair. Ability to be folded is definitely secondary. The num-
ber of times that a chair would need to be folded is relatively infre-
quent. It would be an advantage to fold it into a small carton for

shipping. It also would be handy to have it fold to carry on visits
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away from home, but these visits probably average less than once
a month. With these facts in hand, it is decided that a folding chair
is not essential. However, tubing has the unique ability of being
able to be telescoped and in this case serves an excellent purpose.
It reduces the leg length by one-half for shipping and transporting
the chair, but what is more important it increases its utility. The
chair can be used with the legs adjusted to the short position as a
car seat, low chair or play chair for the child. The telescoping
legs will be used, but beyond that the design proceeds on a rigid

type chair.
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FINAL DESIGN

The final design is directed toward the great majority of
consumers who expressed a desire for a multipurpose chair.
This chair is shown in Figs. 12, 13 and 14 to illustrate its three
distinct uses as a high chair, youth chair and low seat.

This chair is designed to have stability - a point that is
uppermost in the mind of any mother when shopping for a high
chair. The legs are spread far apart and the seat lowered more
than most existing chairs on the market today. The widespread
legs give a good stance that makes the chair difficult to tip., Re-
ducing the height of the seat produces two advantages. It lowers
the center of gravity and brings the seat to the right level to seat
the three to five year old child at the correct height for eating
from the dining table.

The legs have an adjustable joint to allow the chair to be
made into a low seat (Fig. 17). This joint is positive in action
and operates against spring pressure. The two spring loaded but-
tons are pressed in with the thumb and forefinger, then the out-
side tubing slides over the smaller tubing. When the buttons of
the locking device coincide with the holes in the outer tubing the
buttons snap out and give positive locking of the legs. The spring
has enough tension to prevent tiny hands from operating it, but
works easily for grownups. When the chair is in the low position

it can be used as a low chair for feeding the child, or with tray
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Fig. 12 High Chair (Final Design)
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Fig. 13 Youth Chair (Final Design)
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Fig. 14 Low Chair (Final Design)
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FINAL DESIGN

removed, as a low chair. Originally it was planned to use the
chair for a car seat too, but as the design progressed it was
found that it was too large and cumbersome to make a good car
seat, so this use has been discarded. It is felt that the chair per-
forms the uses stated above in excellent fashion. To add other
uses that cannot be accomplished equally as well jeopardizes the
design and begins to place it in the category of a gadget.

Many mothers have complained in the past about hard-to-
clean high chairs. For this reason plastic coated fabric has been
chosen for the seat. This material offers a smooth waterproof
fabric that is comfortable to sit on and is inert to alkalies and
acids in soaps, foods, body secretions, etc. The fabric has been
designed to slip on the tubing and is in one piece from the top of
the backrest to the front of the seat which gives an unbroken sur-
face for easy cleaning. There are no corners or crevices for
crumbs and spilled food to collect in. The fabric has also been
designed to cover the tubing at all areas where a child’s bare
skin might come in contact with it. The armrests have been co-
vered for this reason by a piece of fabric that doubles as rein-
forcement for the seat.

Comifort has not been overlooked. In this design both the
seat and backrest have a slight slope. By experimentation the.

correct slopes and included angle between seat and backrest have
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been determined and incorporated in the chair. This produces a
seat of greater comfort and helps keep the child in the chair.

A further aid to the comfort of the child is the fully adjust-
able footrest. Present day chairs have a footrest that adjusts in
an arc centered just below the front edge of the seat. This means
the small child is unable to rest the soles of his feet on the foot-
rest., He is only able to dangle his legs with the backs of his feet
and legs resting on a board. The chair presented here has a foot-
rest that adjusts up and down on an incline to allow for both short
and long legs. No matter how short the child’s legs he is still
able to rest his feet comfortably.

The tray is an important part of any high chair. Not only
should it be of adequate size for food serving and play area for
the child, but it must also be durable and easy to keep clean. For
these reasons a plastic tray has been specified. Such a tray of-
fers a fine smooth surface that can be washed easily. The com-
plaint about food beaten into the grain of wooden trays is made a
thing of the past. Also this tray is easily adjusted to take care
of both small and large children. The tray is easily removed by
releasing two spring-loaded catches. This means that the tray
can be taken to the sink and washed in hot water. Every mother

knows the advantages of this.
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The frame of the chair is aluminum tubing that offers a
light, easily portable, easy-to-clean material. It is light but
strong. No longer is it back-breaking work to move the chair
to feed the child near the window or on the porch, or just to
move the chair to clean the floor around it. Lightness is impor-
tant in another way. The manufacturer and everyone in the dis-
tribution channel save money on shipping charges and storage.
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