
 iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
 

…It is impossible to start…. 

 

 It cannot be argued with that the most influential person in my graduate career has 

been my advisor, Brian M. Stoltz.  Brian’s passion, guidance, and discipline have been 

indispensable to my growth as a scientist and as a person over these past five and a half 

years.  I am especially grateful to Brian for his devotion to his students’ education and 

success.  I have not heard of another professor who goes so far out of his/her way to 

make sure students are prepared for whatever the next step in their journeys may be.  

Also, Brian introduced me to my best friend EVER, TLC.  After all, it is the fastest, 

cheapest, easiest way to obtain meaningful information about what’s going on in your 

reaction flask! 

 I am especially indebted to my thesis committee members, who have been simply 

unreal.  Dennis Dougherty, my committee chair, has done a surprising job of keeping 

Harry in line, not to mention the insights he has provided in discussing my ideas and the 

depth to which he forces me to think.  Harry Gray has been a constant source of support 

that has proven to be truly invaluable over the past two years when life has seemed so 

overwhelming.  Bob Grubbs, the most recent addition to my committee has been asking 

me regularly how my research is going for years (I always regret not having a more 

cheerful reply, but the inquiries have meant a lot to me), and he always remembers to tell 

me when he’s going climbing and I have to stay in lab!  In all seriousness, all of my 

committee members have been very gracious and generous with their time, ideas, and 

recommendation letters.  Thank you so much to all of them. 

 I have had the great pleasure of working on my project with Dr. Doug Behenna and 

Dr. Andy McClory.  Doug was the single most influential person on my development as a 



 v 

bench chemist.  He taught me everything from what a TBS group is, to how to run a 

column, to the true meaning of scale-up.  His hard work and friendship over the past 

years have been critical.  I am grateful to Andy for helping me to learn that there is more 

than one way to approach a problem.  He is a brilliant scientist, and I am sure he will be 

an amazing professor. 

 The various members of the Stoltz group have provided a diverse, if occasionally 

tumultuous, environment that has not only shaped me as a chemist, but also as a person.  

Through all of the ups and downs of the 72+ hours/week that we spend together, I 

wouldn’t replace any of the people I have had the opportunity to work with in the lab.  

The early lab members were instrumental to me in learning techniques and in how to 

think about chemistry.  I am especially grateful to Eric Ashley, Eric Ferreira, Doug 

Behenna, and Raissa Trend for their advice in my early years.  Toward the middle and 

through the end of my graduate career, I had the great fortune of becoming close friends 

with Dave Ebner and Ryan McFadden, who were both willing to talk endlessly with me 

about my chemistry and who always tried the ideas that I suggested for their work.  They, 

of course, have both ditched me, and I miss them dearly.  (Congratulations to RMAC on 

the birth of his son, Nathan!!  And Dave…you can’t escape!  I’ll be in NYC soon.)  I am 

more and more grateful to Dan Daspi every day as I write my thesis.  Dan is so 

thoughtful in always trying to make the annoying parts of lab life run more smoothly.   

He has created a macro for everything you might need to do with a spectrum, and I think 

I’d still be trying to figure out how to get the things into my thesis right now if it weren’t 

for him.  My classmates are an awesome crew.  I’m grateful to JT, who is a fountain of 

info from what’s the deal with my NMR or the pKa of chemical X to what’s the last step 

of the Rubik’s cube algorithm.  (Congratulations to JT on the birth of his daughter, 

Marie!!)  Mike Krout always has what I’m looking for, whether it be a reagent or a 

procedure, and his generosity with both is appreciated.  Also, I’ve always been grateful to 



 vi 

him for being so nice during group sports…I suck at most of them, and he is always 

patient.  Mike Meyer has been a great friend over the years, and he will always hold a 

special place in my heart.  Which brings me to Jenny Roizen…Jenny, I’ll put your part at 

the end.  The fou…fifth years are an eclectic bunch, that I have loved having around for 

the past four years.  Nat Sherden has always been good to me, from bringing my mail in 

that ended up at his house to walking out of his way to walk me home when it’s late at 

night, to apologizing when I have done something wrong, his kindness is overwhelming.  

Also, the emails…I love the emails.  I hope I don’t get taken off the group list right away 

because I will miss the misspelled sarcasm-rich frustrations.  John Enquist is one of the 

most dedicated people I’ve known.  It has been fun trying to break through his wall of 

seriousness (the trick is mint-chip ice cream!), and his dry sense of humor really gets me 

laughing sometimes.  I have really enjoyed Kevin Allan’s company as a baymate (briefly) 

and on years of coffee runs.  I will always cherish the memory of late night flash columns 

listening to Ok Go, and I really admire his enthusiasm in the lab.  Also, thanks for the 

cookie.  Sandy Ma is one of the more unusual (in a good way) characters I’ve met. 

(DOGGIE!)  She always makes me laugh and has the most quotable quotes.  Brinton 

Anna Seashore-Ludlow was a fun baymate and is a great friend.  I have missed her often 

since she moved to Sweeden.  I’ve enjoyed getting to know Pam Tadross better over the 

past 9 months or so, and I’m sad that it took so long.  She is a really thoughtful person 

and devoted friend.  Chris Gilmore has always cracked me up.  He’s a great person to talk 

about life with, and lately I’ve enjoyed talking Obama with him as well.  It’s been 

awesome to have Hosea in the lab.  He has such a different perspective from the status-

quo, it’s always fun to see what he thinks.   I’ve really enjoyed Narae’s company over the 

past few years.  She is a genuine and sweet person, and I’ve grown to expect her in lab on 

Saturday over the past 6 months.  I always thought she was joking when she said he 

hobby was sleeping, but she seems to be in lab the rest of the time!  :P  I’ve grown to 



 vii 

really enjoy having Allen Hong in 264, and it will be really sad to say goodbye.  I’m 

thankful for all the candy and especially for his concern…he always wants to know how 

you’re doing when he asks.  Of course, I’ll miss my secret admirer, aka Hahvard, aka 

Matt Winston.  Matt has been a great cheerleader in my thesis effort and his support is 

really appreciated.  Also, he cheers Jenny up, which cheers me up!  The first years in the 

group are a hilarious bunch, and I regret that I won’t have the opportunity to get to know 

them better.  Nathan Bennett, my newest baymate, always has something nice to say, 

and he is very encouraging, even to himself… “Alright, self…”  Jonny Gordon is just too 

cool for school (but he comes anyway).  I dig the purple sweatband and the blue glasses.  

Alex Goldberg is our newest member, and he seems to share my sarcastic sense of 

humor.  Finally, there are the postdocs.  There have been many…I’m especially grateful 

to Amanda Jones, who has been a really good friend, and is always a pleasure to have in 

lab, but most importantly, hosts the poker night (no boss allowed!).  Jan Streuff has been 

a fun companion over the past year, and I will miss him when he goes back to 

Deutschland.  Also, Corinne Baumgartner has been a fun exercise buddy, and Christian 

Defieber always tried to speak German with me.  If it weren’t for Nolan McDougal, I 

would not be able to say that I’ve walked from campus to Roscoe’s, or worse, I might not 

know how to properly eat bread at a nice dinner!  I’m grateful to him for the fun 

memories and for introducing me to scallops.  I mentioned Andy McClory briefly, but I 

need to mention here that he is one of the more loyal friends a person could ask for, and 

I really enjoyed his friendship.  A recent addition to the lab, Chris Henry, has fast 

become one of my closest friends, and I am very thankful to have met him.  Thanks also 

to Xiaoquing Han (X-Dog), Andy Harned, Haiming Zhang, and Kousuke Tani for their 

kindness and advice. 

 I need to make a separate paragraph here for my baymates.  Eric Ashley was my first 

baymate, and I am ever grateful to him for all that he taught me those first few years.  



 viii 

Also, I wouldn’t know important things like “what ever happened to a good old fashioned 

passionate *%&-whuppin’, getting your shoes, coat and your hat tooken.”  Brinton 

Seashore-Ludlow is one of those people that you just love right away.  We had lots of fun 

hiking and going to yoga, and of course running collumm-collummns!!  Enough cannot 

be said about Thomas Jensen, who among other things was the first baymate I had who 

liked all the same music as me.  We had a blast jammin’ in the lab and talking chemistry.  

Not to mention playing 10:1 with Dave! 

 I would like to thank Thomas Jensen, Dave Ebner, Chris Henry, and Brian Stoltz for 

proofreading all of my thesis.  Amanda Jones, Doug Behenna, Kevin Allan, Jenny Roizen 

also edited chapters.  Jenny, thanks for doing it at the last minute with no notice.  I am 

especially grateful to Chris Henry for his help with numbering compounds and to Dave 

Ebner for making my table of contents and list of figures.  Dave is also the only person 

who proofread my whole thesis twice (or was it three times?).  He must be really bored 

over in New Jersey waiting to start his postdoc!  ;)  Thank you all so much.  This 

document would be a mess without you. 

 In addition to the outstanding members of the Stoltz group, I have been warmly 

welcomed by the Grubbs, Bercaw, Gray, Dougherty, and Reisman labs.  To thank each of 

the people in these groups would be overwhelming, but they are all truly appreciated, 

and I look forward to seeing them in the future. 

 Amazingly, I managed to meet some people outside of the department, and it turns 

out that many of them have been among my most critical and constant supporters.  I 

would not be the same person without the friendships of Justin Bois, Raviv Perahia, 

Hernan Garcia, Tristan Smith, Anna Folinsky, Erin Koos, Nhat Vu, Nate Bode, Vikram 

Deshpande, Eric Peterson, Lucia Cordiero, Heidi Privett, Crystal Shih, Jeff Byers, Steve 

Baldwin, Dan Grin and Harmony Gates.  You guys have all been truly amazing friends, 

and I am so thankful for all the times you’ve scraped me off the ground and reassembled 



 ix 

me into a human again.  My move to the West Coast would not have been conceived of 

without Joe Polidan, and my last year of college would have definitely not been as 

fabulous without Sheila (a.k.a. Pony 2) Gradwell.  Boo Shan Tseng and Hari Shroff were 

indispensable companions in Argentina/Chile.  Likewise, Mike Olsen was a blast to have 

along in Costa Rica.  It was a pleasure spending two weeks with each of them in paradise. 

 Those memories bring me to Tristan Ursell, who was my companion for three of the 

most challenging, yet adventure-packed years of grad school.  Tristan remains one of my 

closest friends, and I cannot thank him enough for everything that we shared.  I will 

always treasure our many memories in some of the most beautiful places in the world.  

Tristan also helped me to learn a lot about myself and ultimately led me in the direction 

of actually paying attention to what’s happening in the world.  He taught me to look 

deeper into myself and to become the person I wanted to be instead of wishing things 

were different. 

 I’ve put this off for awhile now, but it comes time to try to thank Jenny Roizen.  There 

aren’t words to express my gratitude to Jenny.  For the first three years of grad school, 

Jenny was my roommate, labmate, and friend.  We did everything together.  I could not 

possibly have gotten through some of the rougher times of the past five and a half years 

without Jenny’s constant love and support.  I have grown to really appreciate her direct 

candor with me about everything.  To put it briefly, Jenny rocks.  I’m so sad to be leaving 

her in the lab without me.  I know that she will get through everything fine, but I wish I 

could be here to support her, as she has so devotedly supported me over this thesis 

journey. 

 Most people are lucky to have one friend as constant and close to their heart as Jenny 

is to mine.  I have had the great fortune during my graduate career of having developed 

two such friends.  Professor Dr. Jen Dionne has become a critical appendage over the 

years.  To lose her would be like losing an arm.  I am left frustrated again with the 



 x 

English language for not having the appropriate words to match the quality and 

magnitude of Jen’s friendship.  She has become like a twin sister to me, which is exciting 

because I never had a twin sister!  I will just say to both Jen and Jenny, I love you.  You 

are irreplaceable. 

 Finally, to thank the people who shaped me into who I am.  Becky (Doyal) Orrock 

and Aimee (Dudash) Ketner have been my best friends since I can remember, and it has 

been awesome watching each other grow from little girls ogling at cute boys at the beach 

to grown women, ogling at cute boys at the beach.    Sally, I am glad you moved to 

Virginia.  It’s been nice having some extended family nearby, and I always enjoy our 

phone calls, surprisingly also often relating to ogling at boys at the beach!  Grandma 

Stockdill, it has been fabulous visiting with you more often over the past ten years.  I’m 

glad you were persistent about calling.  Your support has been treasured.  Grandma 

Vorlicek, I wish I could see you more, but I wanted to take this chance to thank you for 

working so hard to keep the family together over the years.  I know it was challenging 

raising 8 kids as a single mom, and I’m amazed that you managed to do it so successfully.  

Teresa and Jon, thanks for all that you have done for me over the years.  I have always 

looked up to you, and I continue to be awed by your talents as you raise your families.  

You have the 5 coolest kids in the world.  I can’t wait to be back with you and with them.  

Mom and Dad, I love you both and I wish you all the happiness and adventure that you 

have ensured that I had the opportunity to experience.  You have all contributed 

irreversibly to the person I have become.  I cannot thank you enough. 


